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IMPAR TIAL DISCOVERY 
| OF THE 
Hoz2aid Popilh Plot: 
Carried on for the 
Burning and Deſtroying 
THE | 


CI LIES 


LOND ON ad VVESTMINSTER; 


With their SUBURBS, ec. 


SETTING FORTH 
The ſeveral CONSULTS, ORDERS and RESOLUTIONS of the 
JFESUITES, ec. Concerning the ſame. 


AND 
Divers DEPOSITIONS and INFORMATIONS, Relating thereunco. 
Never befoze Printed, 
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By Capt. William Bedloe, 
Lately Engaged in that Horrid Delign, and one of the Popiſh Committee 


for Carrying on ſuch Fires: 
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Printed for Robert Boulter, Fohn Hancock, Ralph Smith, and Benjamin Harris, 
Booklellers in Cornhil, near the Roysl Exchange. 1679. 
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THE _E£PISTLE 


without an Houſe ro ſhelter You, Goods to Aecommodate You , or ſetled Courſe 
of Trade to ſupport You ? Have been arg y of Yow ia Od Age} tgBrgm 
I! _ Ha ; mich 


n&v ; and femaithETpicd t rdhipgan Ingonvenmehces wt 
; nr | a JV (4 £ \3 W k \ £ "eo k bas 0 of OY ws 


The Authors and Promoters of All theſe Your deplorable Calamities have been 
noother than thoſe Common Boztefes's of Chriſtendom, 'The general Diſturbers of 
the Peace and Happinels of Europe,andPelts of human Society,l mean thole ſubtle , 
active and moſt cruel Engineers of theKoman Hierarchy , who having long been Big 
with theProjeG of aFifth-Monarchy,intending to.make all theWoxld {laviſhly to rruc- 
kle to their 7; hier r '4 {aolat Rome,did-megrly frortitt therpumo contriveYour 
DeſtruRion:Forasthty wellknow;#ne 12nd to be fe Ful{-work of Ziberty, Protetaniſm, 
and (indeed I may juſtly add) Chriſtian Fawn General, throughout the world:The 
main Hank, that hinders the Sea of Rome from over-whelming all Chriſtian Nati- 
ons with an Univerſal Inundation of 7yrannyand Superſtition : So they are not in- 
ſenſible , what a mighty Influence 10 NDOWhath tro obſtrutt their Deſigns. upon 
England :1n fo much, That I have heard not a few of the Principal of them trequeat- 
ly proteſt , 7hat until 7 hat City were Rainedor brought low , it was impoſſible, But All 
their n—_— ou this Nation muſt, prove Abortqve. &” % J; 

Fy | 4 ; oj Y 
Z l 


{us ri Ne » how unweariedly have x eavoured this# I ſhall ſay to- 


ng of their Bglitick By-ſtrooks, Their profoting-by Influete'd Counſels Wars a: 
Ses tointerrapt Your Commerce,Their Setting up a/VewAleier (and perhaps more for- 
mieeble and miſchievous than the O/d4 One) on the other {ide the Channel : Their 
Multiplying Buildings in the Suburb} and Qur patts thereby to drain away the 7rade, 


_ and having ſtock't many of thoſe Colonies with po. of their own Gaxg,hope to be 
c 


ſeand a thouſand other little Stra- 
ly inſtance, &$ my preſent bu- 
eacherouſly this CIFT. This 
| r C| ting,when they. had laid this 
Noble C:ry*irr Alles : But that they fauyd ſoon afterfaave buried Your Religion tao 
in the ſame Rugs : But notwighſtangibg all theigfacinorous Performances and 
more Cuttſed Atdmpts God infis Infinite Mercy hath Reſtor'd the Oze, and hither- 
to preſery'd the Other : Both as it were by Miracle. Let therefore the Remembrance 
of SIXTY SLY beengraven in Indelible CharaRers on the Hearts of the Poſterity, 
To make them abhor Popery, and deteſt ſuch vile /zcendiaries : Let it remain a Monu- 
ment of Gratitude to God, Cantion to Englend,and ſhame to Rome,in after times, when 
even that ſtately and durable PZ/ZZAR (Ereted for that Purpole) ſhall by theRe- 


voluggons of many Ages be decayed.. 
Todeed. could you be ſo ſhamefully-Togtareful a5 to forget it, Theſe reſtleſs Furies 


able in time to ow? number and overpower You. T 
tegems fopDſconneging,&c. I ſhall got 1 upon,bu 
ſineſs, 7h*tr hoxyja Deſign of Burning dM Deitroyin 


they counted a wt ſter-piece of their Ciianing,not 


ſhrewddrev they-beſtow?d on You : But a few Years ſince , whea Grove and 


Per YourBitt ill with freſb/Alarms and Exploits Awaken YourMemories, 
w 
h . 


Fi 


Ruffiaxs conſumed ſo great a Partof Your Nejghbourhood in the Borough of 
Southwark (got go !mention other ſmaller Atrempts.) / Bat above all, They have giyen 
You and che, whole:Nationſuch a Catholick Memorandum in their datcſtable Plot , 
lately diſcovered juſt before it was ripe for Execution, as I truſt ſhall never be for- 
gotten,wherein though All theſe rhree Kingdoms, nay the whole Proreſtant-[ntere# 
throughour the World was Eſſentially Concern'd, yet none ſhould have drank more 
deep.ot. that. Cup of Miſery. which they had prepared than You the Proteſiant [n- 
kita of This (by them hated) C/7 7 and Pars adjacent : For as ſoon asever the 
cihg Fatat 


DEDICATO RY. 


Fata! Blow had been given againſt the 'pretious Life of our dear ;ahd drez# Saves 
raign , th:y would immediately ttave proceeded to a Second Devaſtation, firfl upad 


the D vellings, and next upon the P:rfotts,, and ren whit Horrors and Calaminies, 
what' aSz2 of Blood and Chaos of Confufion , You All; long ere this ſhould have 
been involved in 2 Whillt rhefe $2ns of Cruelty had beet Ating over their per 
Tragedy and /rifþ Butchzries amivogit You , 15 no lefs ealy to Imagine, than lamen- 
table ro have ſeen , and Intollerable ro have felt. | 


Tam not ignorant , how ſtrenuoufly they make it their Buſineſs todeny- not only 
their being arty way privy to theſe Miſchiefs of FIREING,bur likewiſe all other their 
Traitero1s Deftgns : And I[ſcarcekngw which is greatelt, Their /mpndence in com- 
mitring horrid Villanies , or in o»r-facizg them , 4. 3 rhey are dogs. The Deſpe*- 
r2te Proteſtations of Innocence , lately made by ſonie of themtat the place of £s+ 
etution , hath (Tam informed) mightily unſerle4 ſome Peoples Heads,and a few Far- 
mal contrived Spzeches have been ly prevalent as to make weak Women, and wea- 
ker M:n begin to ſtagger. and ready to imagine they diet for Crimes they might gat 
be ouiry ot, | 


Bur as for my own Part , I bleſs G2d, I ami throuphily ſatisfied in the TRUTH of 
evervTirtle of che Evidence, I have given againſt them,and every of them,and have 
a » checks'or $uilt on my Conſcietice og that Account, nor would ia the leaſt beguil- 
iy of that blo2dy Peryury , that might tend to the Taking away any mans Lil 
wrongfully, far more chan all Zxelixd is worth : Bur if. I have Erred inan i 
wis on rhe contrary hand in Sp:akize the leaſt of Thidgs and Perlons, {o for the ſatis, 
fationof others,l deſire them to conſider,beſides the. Joiat Teſtimonies of ſo many 
Witneſſes, ſpeaking to different Times,Perſons,Places and Circumſtances , yetall exr 
aUy agreeing in the main , without the leaſt ContradiQtion of Falſheod,that evex 
could be found after ſo many tri Examinations bef>rePerſans of the greateſt Judg- 
ment and Qualiry,and fo many crofs and jjnaring Queſtions ſtarred by the Priſoners , 
ro which they freely Anſwered, 1 ſay beſides all this, and ſeveral other Corrobora- 
mg Particulars 1 would have them conſider,” r- How Cuſtomary it is, with.this fore 
of Men, inall Caſes where they are over-taken by Juſtice ; to go out of the World 
with {olemn Aſſeveratians of their Innocence ; there. being , I verily believe-ſcarce 
a Preſtdent to be given in ourAge, of an) Papiſt that ſuffered for any Crime what ſo- 
ever, who contelt the ſame at his Dearh » Efpecially if he xeceived abſolution before; 
For 1 do averr it to be their DoQtrine, that when a Man hath committed any Vil- 
jany, and hath been thereof abſolv'd by aPrieſt,if he be afterwards calld into. Queſti- 
on rouching that Fa ; he/ought not tocaft, a Scandal on the Church, whereof he is 
2 Member , by acknowtedging himſelf to have been guilty ; but may lawfully ſwear 
and proteſt in the preſence of God , and the world, that e is as Innocent thereof as 


the Child unborn , and allthis without any Equivocation, or mental Reſervation 


: 


iince ris theif Beleif, and fo they teach. and are taught, that rhez;are then ſo really, 
and abſulntely innocent, even as when they came into the World. the crime bei 

wholly taken off from them by Abſolutionz much more may they do it”. in this Cafe 
where what they are charged with viz. a Reſolution, to murther a Prince whom 
ehey count an Hererick, ant] fo declared by the Pope,ſubvert his Government, and 
incroduce rhe Roman Raligion ; as ſo far from being by them. eſteemed anyTreaſog 


. 


or Crime, thacthey look upon it tv be their Duty and 'Meretorious, | 
x v > ae Þ 
2. *Tis palpable , that all theſe fine Speeches were udloully preganed & Cons - 
federacy, and Copirs induſtrioufly ſpread abroad before they wereſpokea by the 
Prifoners, their Agents and Friends; and they are contrived but juſt like ſo man 
Scholars Exerciſes on the 7h-»e, fet by their Grand Maſter , Provincial Fhgtebread. 


Nor 


| _—_ A >*All the Karntd 


_- 
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Not wigh thehreedom.of Dying Men that ſpoke the Truch, and Dictates oF their 
Co qbex, but. {0 FAbguracy flouriſh, dyer. as-might- beſt. work on the AﬀeQi- 
tf the Tori i earers.; and ſerve the Turn of their Party , for where there 
uch;Aft,. there is always ſome deſign. Had not Hj/tjuſt ſuch another made 
in” *hie very ſameStrain andMethgd,which he was to {ſpakeat his Death like a 
boy Sure, they are very dim-ſighted that cannot ſee through ſ\uch Impoſtures: 


3- Do theſe doubting Gentlemen, really believe there was any Plot at all? Were 
Afr. Colemays Letters torged by others, and put by Magick-Art into Six Boxes; and 
_ his Hand ſo curiouſly counterfeited, that he himſelf could cot chuſe but 

27 and his rvants {wear it, 8c. Either you muſt believe all theſe and many 
Hg right Abſurdities,or elſe confeſs that by thoſe very Letters it evident- 
tears that there was on foot a damnable horrid Plot to fubvert the Govern. 
and jnerodyce. Popery ; and can you think Mr, Colemas alone- undertook that 
Pork ? (as hinfell calls it) Or if he had Accomplices, who more proper? 
# x te ready th an the Traitors that lately ſuffered;for when did the Feſuites fiand 

when Fake was any Gare to play for on the [ntereſt of the Pope and Church 
_ Rome? Not to mention , that the Matter 15 almoſt acknowledged in Perer*sLetter 
aken with Harcourt ; wherein a Conſult. is appointed the - 14th. of 4prit 1678. 
Wo _ made of great Caution to be uſed by the Fathers, inc ming ta. ir, lel! 
TED fe there to be canſifted and managed onldb: diſcovered whihin its own Na- 
red Fel "By this Letter /n2t found rill the other day.the Witneſles evi- 
Ce NR aven 6 Tong, 1 Gace, that th:re was. fuch « Conſult ,, and atthat tine, is 
qbly confirmed ; d that there was {ome reat Dc Fen be conſulted of there 
jurfed much Cantion «we ecreſy, is Þ Ops e confe alpnable than is 
eve the'W Witnefles in'this Cafe ;. that then and ge &y da; Deathref the 
Ring was confitted of. and fe ſolved upon : That being a. Delis % that indeed requi- 
8g irs own. qrrid Vature | ſuch Cautjon, and Secrely, and wo Cobloiratirs be- 
| PR to hi fign any other Neſign,they had there of ſuch;a Nature j nor could 
ble lotrepretation of thoſe Patents ſent [29 Hhitebrea Mentioned 
rh jo bing taken with Haxcost, by which Was. meant. the Commyſions for 
10k vn! chisHelli \Hehellivg.” p 


ebvit 
F\t& He] 


p ry ſh ok Firoy por tae tod hr FeRe tis Light at Soba be- 

uſe Bats and whe ate a d anc dwilf be | Bind? His Moſt Gracious Majeſty; is ſa- 

- 0 'by ſeveral of is Royal Prodlamations ; - Both Houſes of Parlia- 

Rate, as is GA qt from their Votes expreſly made on that occaſi- 

The "Ri hr. erend Fathers i God, my Lords The Biſhops, in particular 

Are; tis Og 4s "15. plain by the; Form of Pra aJ<35 PEE preſcribed to be uſed on 
ny a 


d es ofthe Land generally, preſent at the Late Try- 
als ; the Judicious* Geatts: of the ſeveral Jurys, (both upon their Oaths, as 
abi the Evidence) ang all inte)! igent Auditors (except Papiſts/Jare 1ntirely fatisfi- 


er 


FfFel by woe ny, ohacythar are | got.;Edo not doubt, but in due time (for 


as 


* + 


(4 
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a5 there yet are diverſe things behind the Curtain) there will be ſuch open plain Sun- 
beam diſcoveries made,as ſhall certainly convince them,unleſs like Papiſts,they ſhall 
at once retul to believe, either their Reaſon or their Senles. | 


As to the Diſcourſe, which I here preſent you with; The Firſt part is an Account of 
whatTI know, and was actually imployedin by theBeredidines and Feſuites for con- 
triving,promoting and carrying on of Fires in and about this City ;the reſt conliſts cf 
Afﬀfidavits Informations,c>c.of others touching matters of the ſame nature,of which 
ſome tis true, have been formerly publiſhed, but many of them imperfeRly, 0- 
thers now almolt out of Print, or nor common to be;had ; and all before ſcatreringly 
ſet forth in ſeveral Books ; Theſe I thought fir to inſert together here for the ful- 
ler ſatisfaQtion of the preſent Age, and Potterity ; to which is added ſome Account of 
Latter. Fires;and ſeveral O-ſcrvables.that occurred: relating thereunto not before 
made publick; All which I conceive may be both welcom and uſeful in this 
Juncture : 


TW -TWO T hings I would. particularly Advertiſe You to 
_. Take Notice of. | | ER 


"The FIRST is wo gc; W.4ys , whereby theſe Miſchievous People beg and 
promote Furcs, which indeed are ſo various , that "tis difficult to Enumerate them all : 

| . . NY . : 
But we know they have praftiſed theſe that follow, viz. 


1. By Fire-Balls put in with Poles or otherwiſe through Holes, or open-places 
\ into -Houſes ; as at Mr. Farriners Houle which began the Grear Fire. 


"2. By hard Fire-balls thrown through Glaſs-windows, as at the Smiths in Black- 
Friars, | 


3- By flinging the ſaid Balls, or other, Combuſtible Matter fired. into Cellars 
through rhe Bars,or Grates, whe:e they are left without Shutters, as at the 
Oyi-Mans 1n Sorthwork. 


4. By firing their own Lodgings, as the French-man did in Shoe-Lane, in the 
time oi the Great Fire ; and likewiſe, the two Pcrers near Satron-Hill. 
(+ | 
5. By hiring Cellars in dangerous places, filling them with Combuſtibles, and 


then firing them, which was a Courſe they much adviſed me to. 


6. By Firing Haylofts , as in Smithfield. 
7. By Strangers faining Errands, as in the Temple. | 


8. By untiling Houtes , Breaking Windows,c#c. and there putting in their Com- 
bultiblcs. 

9. By getting into Empty Houſes and Setting them on Fire, as in Budge- 
Row. 1670. 


Y Io, By Creeping into back-yards and firing ſtacks of Bawins,Reea, &C, as at Lime- 
Houſe. 


2 1 1.By 


=- EOS 
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11, By Boing into /idualling-Heuſes, end tepving tchind them Trains forFiring, 
as at the Cocks 1n Friter-Leneapd in Searbhwark. 


12, By Ccnlederate Servants , as lately at the Attorneys inthe ſame Lane. 


And That ſuch FIRE $ may be the more Deſtrufive, when be« ; 


gun; their Inſiruttins are, 


x. Todo it in felet Places amengiſt Old Buildings ; and where Engines cao- | 
not play. - | 


& WEIF 
2. ToFIRE ghe #ater-Henſes , and get the New River-Hatcr ftopt, if they can, 
| for that time near that Place. 


3. To have Some of their Chief .Friends thereabouts » that may milſadviſe Great 
Perſons, That they may blow up Houſes, w here it is not weccflary,or where: 
rather it will do harm by Opening a Paſſage for the FIRE. 


4$ 


4. To have ſome of their AQtive Inſtruments, who under pretence of helping 
may ſcatter FIRE BALLS in contiguous Houſes, and break down the Win- 
dows, Roof, &«. tolet in the FIRE moreeaſfily. 


5. To have others attending , that ſhall cry out againſt Freach and Papifts ; and 
mightily pitty the People, thereby getting to be truſted with Removing of 
Goods , and ſo to plunder and ſteal; orif they find an oportunity to fire 
HOUSES at a Diſtance. | 


6, Curiouſly to obſerve /7VDand Z7DF in all Attempts , as likewiſe Froſts , 
and very dry Times, andchuſe Saxdays for doing the buſineſs , becauſe then 
there 15the leaſt Water. 


4 


The other Thing I would adviſe You of , is not to Conceit, becauſe the PLOT 1s 
diſcovered in ſome meaſure, and ſome few of Them brought to Juſtice, That there- | 
fore now You are ſecure , and that They will deſiſt from ſuch Attempts : For I | 
know their Nature and Principles fo well , That I dare aſſure You on the contrary , 

They will be more Active and Virulent now than ever : And for ſome proof of this Ih 

be pleaſed to conſider, How many FIRES have either aQtually bapa'd, or been de- | 

4 , or-begvn, though by Providence , prevented, fince the Diſcovery of the 
AI TJ. | 


As 


4 


DEDICATORY: 
As, 


At Limehoaſe, Septemb. 1 8: 
At the Temple. 

Ar St. Pauls Church-yatd: 
Fetter-Lane, Apr. 10. 


Near New-lan. 


Ship-yard. 

Southampton puildings: fo 
Gray-Hound-Tavern in the Strand under a Chair, 
Golden-Lane. 

Vinegar-yard: 


Crown-Court at the lower End of Chancery-Lane: 
At the Water-houle. 
In the Minories. 


At New-Priſon: 


All theſz and probably many others, that I gever heard of, have been ſince the be? 
pining of S:prember la{t ; ſo that you ſee,they are ſtill going on with the Trade of 
[wexvury-Muſtard-Balls, when ever they have an opportunity ; it will therefore 
concern all Proteftants, to be carefal and cautious to prevent ſuch miſcheifs from 
thele wicked Incendiaries, who ſtill {warm about this Town, thinking themſelves 
more fate here, than inthe Country, and better able to hold correſpondence, &e. 


[ know well,vith what Envy and Malice they behold the Cityzand that they will 
Icav: no Viillany unatempted, to lay it once more Level with the Ground, unleſ$ 
poſſibly ſeeing it fo giorioully Rebuilt, and upon conſideration of late Circumſtancess 
they ſhould th.nk it now betterHubandry to preſerve it for their own uſe,asHarcodl 
the Tower,thaes to deltroy it, and ſo invert the other of their Deſign, and ſtrive firlt 
to Dcpopulate and Vallacre its troubleſom Inhabitants; that ſo themſelves and 
their French Friends may takePoſſeſſion of theſe Noble Strudures ; and quietly enjoy 
the Acconvdation of the Hereticks Pains and Charge, as the Fewes thoſe of the 
Cinaites r this 1 aus certain of, thas you are continually to expett from them = 

or, 


worſt, that a moſt improved Swbtilty joyned with the moſt Implacadle / /:/:ce, 
Both egg'd on with vaſt Bats of Profit and Power , and iharpned with the Fary of 
blind Zeal and Thirſt of Rev: age, can eithereontrive or execute. 


To prevent which nothing can be mare cfigftual-than Minto, aide good under- 
ſtanding amonglt all Proteſtants, though of ditterent Perſwalions. 


W_ uy 
C*».08 


- 


To obviate the ill Art of this common En2my, whole Inftruments by a Thouſand 
Devices dayly ſeek to exaſperate you one againſt another : yqumuit ttudy to c:n2 wr, 
as much as they to 4zviar; But above all, let Gn Fefuincal Impreſſions how ſever 
masktz be able in the leaſt to Impair the Loyalty, to_the King,; or whreadle you into 
any tumultuous diſturbances ; you can no way grartfe, or ſerve their Intereſt, more 
than by ſuch a wicked Folly ; this 1s the Point they wouldgain upon you ; and 
which they have puſht on ſo unhappily lſewhere)andihec infallibly you {hall bear 
| the whole Odizm of their Helliſh-Plor. 


- 
- * 


L , # f Y 


May the God of Heaven ever preſerveHis Majeſty trom the open violences, and 
ſecretAſſaſſinations of theſeBloody-minded Men,as-hikewile from their ſubtle Inſinu- 
ations ; may the ſame Omnipotent Power Bleſs and Prote& thele Nations in gene- 
ral, and the City of Lyndon in paxtigular, thathis Majeſty may have a long and 
Proſperous Reign ; the Proteſtant Religion lowriſh, and the Deſigns of Rom: be 
blaſted, diſcovered and confounded ; Is, and ſhall ever be the Hearty Prayers and 
Endeayours of him, 


DNR 


Y Vho is, 

A-moſt hearty V Vell-wiſher to 
5s) | g ; FEI Re | the Proſperity of that CITY, 
and of. the True PROTESTANT 
a | F n LMAEERE ST 
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NARRATIVE 


C3 I Fr-© 


Popes late Fire-Works 


I N 


ENGLAND. 


M4 kb A Ye RS there is not a more malicious ſort of YVermine in the World than the 
| fejuits and other Fattors for Rome ( for let me tell you the Bene- 
ditiines and reit of the Orders; nay, the dulleſt Maſs-jobbing Secu- 
jars, are not at all behind hand with the former , in will to commit 
Roguery, whatever they are in parts and /#fficiencies to condutt and 
manage it ) ſothere can be none more carſealy ingemous in inventing 
and promoting the moſt exquiſite , various , . and to us ſtill zew me- 
2 thods of doing miſchief. Treaſon and Rebellion , private Murtherr, and 
SN publique Maſſacres, poilon'd Daggers, arti confecrated Knives : All 
theſe have long ſince been their Caily paſt-time, the old [nframents 
of their worſe than Pagan Cruelties : But of lte years they have 
thereto added and ſet on foot in theſe parts another medium of de- 
ſtrution, to ruine Proteſtants in a more oblique and clandeſtine way ; ſince they tad nor (as is 
hop'! they never ſhall have) power to re- kindle the Marian Bonfires , and conſume their Bodies : 
they refolv'd, and make it their buſineſs treacheroufly to Fire their Howſes, to deſtroy their Goods 
and Eftat-s,u1!! they might be ſtrong enough to venture on their Perſons. This Hell-hatcht Deſign 
was huge'd by theſe holy Fathers as a molt Ghoſtly Expedient for their purpoſe, for hereby they 
could undo Fundreds, ſometimes Thouſands of Famil:es in a few hours ſpace ; and the poor Soxls* 
ſcarce ever imagine who hurts them. Hereby they could lay waſte our Metropolis, and deſigned 
the ſame againſt other Goodly Ciries, Corporations, and Chief Places of Trade (againſt which they 
have a particular Spleen) and then to aſcribe the diſaſter to Providence, as a Judgment for their He- 
refie, Or at leaſt tomake rhe Ignorant believe it was only the pure Effect of Chance, or Default of a 
drowſic Negligence ; whilit in the mean time they with Triumph warm their own Fingers at the 
Flares. and not only weaken and impoveriſh Proteſtants, bur in thoſe Diſtratt:ons neceſlarily at- 
tending ſuch Calzmitics, make great Advantages to themſelves, by Filtching , Stealing , Plunder- 
imp, &. Bchdcs the opportunities they ever hoped then to gin , Of putting in execution their 
long deſigned General Maſſacre. 

[ ſpeak nor this by Gzeſs or Hear-ſay , but out of cert.4in Knowledge : And therefore as I haveen- 
deavoured to diſcharge my Daty to my Prince and Countrey, in diſcovering other Intrigues and 
Machinartions of rhis Curſed Popiſh Plot , ſol think my ſelf obliged to ſet forth ſome Tranſattions 
that I have been privy unto, particularly concerning this matter: And therefore omitting le- 
veral Conſults which have been held, and did all more or lcfs relate to the grand Deſegn , viz. 
The Deſtruition of His Majeſty (whom God preſerve) His Religion and Government , I ſhall ar pre- 
ſent only undertake to give an Account of what I know hath been Ordered in theſe Conſalts 
(and in purſuance thereof proſecuted and attempted ) tending to the Firing of London, Weſtmin-; 

er, QC. | 

In the moneth of Zune 1676. it was my Fortune to be at Paris, atthe Engliſh Covent of Be- 
nediffine Monks , wich whom (by ſeveral wcans and on diverſe accoxnts , t0O tedious and not at ' 
all material here to be related ) I had much ingratiated my elf ; ſo that at that time they re- 
poſed an /ztir2 Contdence in me as a fit Inſtrum:ut tor cheir Purpoſes. Amongſt other Diſcourſes - 
that happeacd there abour t'1e great Buſineſs, which — an1 otters were then moſt yigoriouſly 

| carry 


C2) 
Carrying On z vi. To (u bvert the ProteFFant Religion and introduce Popery into England : They fell to 
debare the ſeveral ways and means preparatory thereuntoO , and whar migltt be the belt Expeatents to 
faciitare and accompliſh the ſame : And as they ad nothing without correſpondence and commun:- 
cation of cor:nſels from their Fellow.conſpirators 1n Exzland , ſo ſome or one of them produced ſeve- 
rat Eertcrs romp dow Where Were IVES particulars relating to the Fir:ng of the City and 
Subkarbs of ST and other” Cltes' and enwnent Towns in;Fn:land,, wich wag then andyat at 
tymnes'conclhided and agreed unt@iby them z"rabe the c:ief #47 and ahnOſt only mweavs 1N their = 
er, whereby to plain the way for their Defion : For they were unagimoully of Opinion , Fhatir 
was abſolutely neceſſary to weaken and rain the ſaid City of London, ere they could bring any of 
their other contrivances to perfeRtion, In this Debate, fome of them thanked God (ſuch was 
their impious piety ) that their attempts upon London 1n that kind had hitherto ſacceeded very well ; 
xp:&ation were rebuilt to agreater degree of Strength and Or- 


and though rte Houſes beyond all exp | | 7 
nament thaw eves ,- yet many Thouſands of her Inhabitants ſtill [2ÞoOurcd under the Etfefts, and 


languifff with [acer ab/: Gonſuprprions , occafioned by rhe late 8Surni7 Fourrs they had calt her in- 
to: Adding, that they would never [rave that City , till rhey ha&pullcd down her Pride by Fire and 
Pr acy. | 

After this Diſcorrſe and much more to the like purpoſe , which was very freely and earneitlh na- 
waged , being ail the while preſent , they at laft proce ecacd to asx MC, Whctyer / would be afſiſt- | 
ant to them in carryins on that Buſineſs , as I had been in th: other great Concern; This being one of \ 
the b:ſt E-pecients to LIgen and puſh on That ? To wich | readily ieem 4 to allent ; alluring them 
thar I could and wiuldl do wor therein than any other coult*.mayfliyng what mimare know- 
ledg- Thad of all par:8of Zageoniand ſomotner great TradingCities, Witch dig Capacitate me to 
eifet ſuch a BYizefr-rtrore frrantly and ſecavely than another, _ in ting, they were exireamly ſar'sfi- 
cd, and told mc, That when [came to England , ] ſh:uld be joyned as an Aſſiitant to Father Gilford 
for proſecuring, the-jard jj tir, Its Giford was a ]cſuite , and (as the ſaid Lerters did fpecihe ) the | 
Perion that had mai,aged the great Conflagration 1n 1666, and as they ſaid, was concerned it; the | 


—_ wv — 


Fire at Sexthrark (which had happened nor above a month before this Diſcourſe) and had aim 
pted rac like at, many orher times and places where he had mixls'd of performance. Ii: l{:owiſe 
15the fame Gord mMerioned in the Depofirions of Mr. S:uibs and wry Cxtley, hore alrer fot lorths 


whereby the later was brought to ſer Fire ro her Matters Fioafe in Feater-lant in Apr! | 

*Azt this Canſiultaf the: Benedifines there were f-verl Letters rrodt, ed'as aforolhi't, aflrcla- 
ting. to the. Fsrig of London and its Subarbs, ard otner Tow” in Encland; and viry urgent toy were 

th metobulure at my return tobe very diligent and cxpertieious m difpatchi::g the fatne ; aint; 
tact ſhould reccive neceſſary Orders, Enconrarement, and Sapplins to 1able me thereunto. Bur I. 
being then upon,a F-urn:y into Spain , heard no More of rhar Bufin+fs t1'l the year 1698; and then, 

Lwasin a Conſult with rhe ſaid Gifford and ſeveral others, Prieſts and 7e/airs (who metin ſuch Con- 

, ſutts every Week . n order to carry on the Bufine!s of Ftring ) © At tiiis our Meeting it was con- | 
cluded io hre Lime: bogſ2and Wappng firſt, and then and by that means to burn all or tte maſt. of: 4 
the Ships and Veſl:ls ia the River : For which purpofe feveral of the faid Confultors an4 their Af- - 
ſitants , -were to be ready on the Water, 'as men tohelp, bur indeed ro fire the out'y 2rdett Ships, * 
and cur, theirs ,. or other Ships Cables (at ſhoult be mott convenient) to make them tall foul on” 
each other, and burn together. , In purſuance of this Refotution, a real Exec: thereof was the / 
Fire at Lime-horfe,, that ſhortly after followed though not dog that great Execution that they 
expected ; by reaſo9 of theabſence of fotpe of the perions that were to have ranaged te ſme, 

_ After, which. Fire I was. with Gifford and others ſeveral Nights on the Thames about London 
Bridge, and there did make ffrit Obſervations of the Houſes'on either ſide 4 making choice of the 
wideſt ansl the: loweſt Windows in their Vaults and Cillars , or Lower Rooms ; and taking notice what 
Fouts nad the, mot, ano the-molt dangerots Combuſtible Materials in them, and where they might” 
bet and-moiteftectually pur in their ſureſk Five-balls and Infliments in the Night under the Hons | | «4 

ſes, toburndownti: Brides : which they concluded ro do at High-warer , when their Boats might? 
be brouzhr almott equal toſuch Windows: We conſidered hkewtife of means how to fre the Tuwen': 
of - Lendoys Bur Father Harcourt ( now lately executed for Treaſon) then told us, They had mads 
ſure of that plarewithin; and therefore ordered us not ro concern our ſelves with that: Forit would 
be.-more forour adbantaze , to preſerve it for our Buſineſs, than to deſtroy it. | | 

In ſhort , torimeer a Twelve-month beforeT came in to make a Diſcovery, Thad been imployed to 
aſ> all Arts and Endeavors to carry on this Deſign of Firing theCiry of | London and other places a- | 
bout it; and the Order and Condz# of it, how and where to ſetmy Fires, was left chiefly to my ma- | 
nagement ; but with this limitation , that the feſuites , who were the Maſter-Incendiaries , and my 
Imployers , were to ſec and inſpe&, how far-and how ſureT had laid my Combuſtibles and Fewel; 
which accordingly they did. Hp 4 

In Angſt laſt I did endeavour torent ſeveral old Cell ars , wherein to ſtow Wood, Coal, ando- 
ther Preparations , of which 1 was ordered to buy ſeveral Parcels'; which accordingly I bought ; 
as likewiſe ſeveral! Barrels of Gun-powder and I did place them in many parrs of the City and 
Suburbs, inorder tothis DamnableDcſign.: And that the Reader may not think this a naked Aﬀfir- 


mation; buttkat the truth and certainty of what I hete ayer, may the better appear , I will here 


ſec 


® 
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ſet iown rarticularty foe of the places that I fo,took, to holl this Wood and Coat, and where I 
d1d Houſe many C:aidrons of Cpat; ana Munareds of: Eg gots, Oc.” tothis Aurpole :. vi... 7 

| Some RunCreds of Fargots and Proviſion of Cerh, Gs. ior this very ute, I laid in at my Lodging 
mn Ex C:racr , at the Back-door of the Palſyraves- Fead Tavern, near the Temple ; which was 
to br'"n te Temple , Witn tae Records and Writings there, 
other parcel was in Prewers-yard in. the Strayd ,, at a Cellar and ſome old 
which Cellar doth belong'to Mr. Jfoygmm at the Red Bible in Bedord-frett. 

*noti-r parcel at Mr, browns 1n White Friars, Wes - 

Some FE was ro fend ineo-an OldCeallay at Nr. Warbere's artiic Plowah 1n Secthing. Lane: More"int6 
R:4 and White Orsſs: [breer , Biſhops $404-ſtreet , Qu:o0- Ff:we , and ſeveratnthet Places in.and about 
tio Ciiv, Ailwitca 1 am ready tolmake truly ro'apptar, when and how; Ifhall vy Authority be 
renmeed. ) 1 | 

>everal other Delizris have been Haid , inorder to this: Work, to ſer divers places on fire; .and 
nor a few Perions Impioyec,blit none of them Knowing cach ocher;.ſome of which have caken ctfect 
in part, ſome h4veno*:; Bur withour tpeedy proventiv and wreat care, they will alwayes (as un- 
wearied in villany) att:z7pr, andeeo of.cn (agwehwejult cruſero FearX\ per 9r9 witat they have 
laid ant ceonrive&by ſo many anddifierent ways #n4mems; all Rillhe!d:in read ncfs ». and atrend- 
12g ouly the diſmal Blow Qirected againſt our Sorereigns Life; which God defend. Amen, | 

Thelaft Conſult | had with them about the ATa67 6t"F,-1n7, was'm Anza(t 1698. when laid in 
my ſores forthe Work; others were then- coMtultivz and adviſing how tO: pH the Kinz aut of the 
wy - tr by thar phraſe they generally expreſs Murther) and ſuch of the Magiſtrates 18 did moſt 
opnoſe them: And that being done, my Fririns of London was to tollow ; and upon that Confla- 
graiion , as ageneral S::nal, we were openly to appar im Arms and declare for the Pope. 

Now for a more full [atisfattiow to all the World, and rhe flrther Contirtaarion and Juſtifcati- 
on of what Þ have faid:, and to demonſtrate that the great Fire in 66. and'divers others fince ; 
were-bcgun andearrred-on by the Confrivarce and Indaſtry of the Papiſts),  clpacially Feſwiter and 
Pri-ſt*, and their [nſtruments ; I ſhall to this Teſtimeny-of mine own add the true Copicsof divers 
Plaiwand Auth:neick, Afiazvs, Depeſitions, Examinations , and Informat:ons of many others, gi- 
ven in unto Co-mittees of Parliament , and taken before 7xſiices of the Peace , or other ſufficient 
Authority, relating to the tame Aurep: + And likewiſe annex an Accomnt of the ſeveral notable 
Pires ſme 66, tothis time, with ſorne Obſervations on'the Circumſtances thereof, and rematka- 
ble Paſlaves theretn: Alt which ſufffciently corroborate dnd-make. ic evidenr., .ta.whole Defians 
and Xmagement itis, that Enrland ows moſt of the fare Diſmat Calmities by Fire, which have 
been ſo mucn more frequent and deſtructive of late-Fears'(notwithſtanding the great Improves 
ments of Care ant Att ro prevent and qxzych them) than ever heretofore. | 

And firſt of all I ſhall recite thoſe leltimonies relating to the Dread'ul Fire in 66. the vaſt da- 
mage whereof may be conceived'to be in:fimable , by this brief ſtare of the Extent of the Ground 
laid aefolare, and thenumber of Houfes then conſumed , extratted from the Certificates of the Sar- 
v*ors ſoon after appointed to ſurvey the'Raims: wherebyirt appeareth; 2.4 0? 


*f . . 
_ Buildings there z 
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Hat the Firethat began in Lonfo7uronthe Second of September 

1666. atone Nr.FaryzersFontc a Paker in Pudding-Lane, be- 

tween the hours of Onc'and Two'in the Morning, and contmued 
Burning uncal the Sixth'of that' Month , did over-tvn the ſpace of 
Three hungred ſeventy, three Acres within the Waltz of the City of 
Eondon, and Sixty tee Acres three Roods without the Y Yaſs. Thetc 
remand Seventy five Acres three Roods ftanding:awithiun the Valk 
unburac. Eighty nine Pariſh Clinrches , beſides Chappels barn. 
Eleven Pariſhes withmtheV Valls ſtanding. Houſcs buznr, Thirteen 
thouſand rwo hundred. an Hot ES ; Hand 13 8 
 Famas Moore, 


_—_ 
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Upon the Eighteenth of the ſame September the Parflament came together , andupontheafth. 
of the ſame month the Houſe of Contmons.appointed' aComrnittee to inquite-into” the! Cauſes'of 
chelate Fire, before whom the following Informations were givenin, and proved before the-Cont- 
mittee; .as by their Report will more clearly appear , bearing date the Two and twentieth 6f4- 
nuary 66, Butupon theEighth of Febraary following, the Parliament was Prorogued , before they 
came to give their Judgment thereupon, bY | wept 
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The Order of the'Houſe for the Committee, Die Martis 25 Septembris 1666. 


18 Car. 2. 
Reſolved, 8c. 
f Gnarls Committee be appointed to inquire ito the Cauſes of the late Fire, and that it be 
referred to 
Sir Charles Harbord Mr. Seymogy, Sir Rowland Beckley Col. Strangwa;s Sir Jobn Chartton 
Mr. Sanays Mr. Finch Sir Tho, Allen Sir Edward Maſſey Lord Ancram 
Col, Birch Lord Herbert Mr. Whorwood Sir Edm. Walpool Mr. Pepss 


Sir Robert Brook Sir John Heath Mr. Coventry Sir Robert Athins Sir Richard Everayd 
Sir Tho. Littleton. Mr. Millward Ser}. Maynard. Sir Thomas Gower Mer. Crouch 

Mr. Prin Sir Richard Ford Sir 70. Talbot Mr. Trevor Mr. Merre! 

Mr. Zones Mr. Rob. Milward Mr. Morley Sir Thomas Clifford Sir Will. Hickman 
Sir Solom. Swale Sir ppill. Lowther Mr. Garraway Sir Hen. Ceſar Sir Richard Brown 
Sir Tho. Teomlins Sir Rich, V atley Sir Fran, Gooarick Sir Fohn Monſow Mr, Maynard. 


| And they are tommeet to: morrow at two of the Clock in the afternoon, in the Speakers 


Chamber ; and to ſend for Perſons, Papers and Records, PEFok. 
VF ll. Golaesbrough, Cer. Dom. Com. 


Oftober 9. 1666. 
Ordered, That theſe Members following be added to the Committee appointed to enquire 
into the Cauſes of the late Fire, Viz Sir ohn Pelham, Mr. Hagh Buſcowen, Mr. Giles Hungerford, 
Sir VVilliam Lewis, Sir Gilbert Gerrard, Sir Fohn Brampſtone, Mr, Milward, Mr. Bu(coxes ; and all 


the Members that ſerye for the City of Lonaon. 
VVill. Goldesbrough, Cler. Dom. Com. 


Oftober 16. 1666. 
Ordered. That Mr. Davies, Sir Thomas Higgons, Mr. Sr. Fohn, Sir Richard Franklin, Sir Thomas 
Tomkins, Mr. Devereux, Mr. Millard, Mr. Lewis, Mr. Dowdſwell, Sir fames Thyn, Sir Edm, Pierſe, 
Mr. Coleman, Sir Tho. Allen, Ms. Giles Hungerford, Mr. Churchill, be added to the Committee ap- 


pointed to enquire into the Cauſes of the late Fire. 
Will. Goldesbrough, Cler. Dom. Com. 


He Honourable Committee, according to the fore-mentioned Orders of the Houſe, did meer 
+ in rhe Speakers Chamber, and having choſen Sir Rebert Brook for their Chairman, proceeded 
to receive many conſiderable Informations from divers credible Perſons, about the matter where- 
with they were intruſted ; and thereupon did at laſt agree that Sir Rebert Brook ſhould make the 


enſuing Reportto the Honourable Houſe of Commons. 


— 
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The Report of $:r Robert Brook, Chair-man to the Committee that was appointed by 
the Houſe of Commons to enquire into the Firing of the City of London ; made the 


\ Two and twentieth of January, 1666. 

T Hat in a Letter from Alanſen of the 23d of Au7uſt 1666, New Stile, written from one Du- 
ral to a Gentteman lodging in the Houfe of one of the Miniſters of the French Church in 
London, called Monſfienr Herault, there were theſe Expreſſions: 

Pray acquaint me with the truth of certain News which is common in thus Country, That 4 Fire from 
Heaven #s falten upon a City called Belke, ſcituated on the fide of the River of Thames, where a world 
of People have been killed and burnt, and Honſes aifo conſumed : Which ſeemeth a word { Cabal, caſt 
ont by ſome that were knowing, and taken up by others that might be ignoramt of the ſignification of it, 

Mrs Elizabeth Styles informs, That in April laſt, in an eager diſcourſe ſhe had with a French man 
Servant of SirYere Fan, he haſtily replied; Tow Engliſp Maids will ihe the Frenchmen better when there 
3 1108 a Houſe left between Tempk&-Bar and London-Bridge. To which ſhe anſwered, I hope your 
eyes will never ſee thar. He replied, This will come to paſs between June and October. 

4, William Tiſaaleinforms, That he being..abour the beginning of «ly at the Greyhound in Sr, Mar- 
2319, with one Firz-Hearrs an Iriſh Papit, heard him ſay, There would be 4 ſad Deſolation in Sep- 
Fember, in November .@ worſe, in December all would be wnited into one. Whereupon he askeq him, 
-Where this Deſolation would be? He anſwered, In London. 

2il4 90.4 1-1, Mr, Light of Ratchff, having ſome diſcourſe with Mr. Langhorn of the Middle- 
* Since condemned Temple, Barriſter * (reputed a'zealous Papiſt) about Febrwary 65 laſt, after ſome 
, fox High Treaſon. diſcourſe in diſputation about Religion, he took him by the hand, and ſaid to him, 


vi 
Ton expett great things in Sixty Six, and think that Rome will be deſtroyed , but what if it be Lon- 


don? Mr. 


% 


('5) 


Mr. Xtl:y af Barkin in Eſſex, informs , That ene Mrs. Yazly, a Papift, 'of Word in the faid 
County, came unto his Houfe, Azgaſt the 13th,.and being in diſcourſe with his Mother, ſaid; 
They ſay the next Thurſday will be the botteſt day thet ever was in England. She replied, 1 hope the 
hottelit ſcaſon of the year is naw paſt. To which ſhe anſwered, 7 know yt whether is. be the hotteſt 
for Weather or for Aftion, This Mrs. Taz4y coming to the ſame Houſe the Week after the Fire; 
Mr. Kitley ſaid to her with ſome trauble, I have often thought of yaur Het Thurſday: To which the 
replyed, It was not indeed wpon the Thurſday, bm it happencd wpou the Sunday was ſenuight after. Mrs 
Tazly hearing this Evidence praduced againſt ker, .cadeavoured to avoid the words, ſaying, That 
upon the 13th of Azguſt ſhe did tell Mrs. K::lty, That they ſay the next Thurſday will he the darkeſt 
Thurſday that ever was in England, but not otherwiſe; which ſhe affirms to have received from one 
Finchman, an ud Woman of Tiford ;. who being examined by a Juſtice of Peace to diſcover the truth 
thereof, denied that ever ſhe ſaid any ſuch wards to Mrs Tazly, or that ſhe had diſcourſed with 
her about any ſuch matter. And as to the ſubſequent words, ſhe ſaich Mrs Taz4y denies ever to have 
ſpoken them : Bug Mr. Kitley offercd in her preſence (if ic. ſhauld be demanded) to bring his 
Mother and Wife to teſtifie the ſame. 

William Ducket Eſq; a Member of the Houſe, informs, That one Heary Baker of Chippenham 
m the County of Wits, coming from Market with one Jobs Woodman of Kellawgy in the ſame Coun- 
ty, the Thurſday before the Fire began in Londen, they had ſome diſcouyr(e abaut the buying of 4 
yoke of far Bullocks, whexzein they duflered; becauſe Waadman,wha was to fell them, was deſired to 
keep ther a while 19 his hands : Bur the ſaid Waodygy denicd {þ toda, for that as he alledged; 
he cola not ſtay jn the Country til] that tymewhkich Baker would have them delivered to him in; 
and being asked whither he was gayng, heretuſed to tell: Asking what had he to do to makethat 
queſtion ; Bur riding ahkittle further, the ſaid Waogznen expreit theſe words, Tow are brave Blades 
at Chippenham, you made Boufires lately far beating the Dutch ; Bas fince you delight in Bonfires, you 
ſtall have your Bullies fyll of thenp ove 3t be lang : Adding, that if he lived one _ loner, he ſhould 
{ee London a; {ad a London as euer u was fence the World begay. Jnd in ſome ſport time after, be 
ſhould [ce as bloady a time as ever mas, ſince England was England. , This ditcourſe was not much ta- 
ken notice of ar that time it was ſaagey. Burt when the City gf Loudon was Burnt, the ſaid Hevry 
Baker gavc this Information to the ſaid Mr. Dacket, and thergupon he-ifjued out his Warrant to 
apprehend Wooamen, tut he was gane.Gut of the. Country, and cannot be heard of fince. 

Kobert Hubert of Reanin Normendy, who acknowledged that he was one of thoſe that Fired the 
Houſe of Mr. Farryncr a Baker 1n Pagaig-Lane, tram prizence theFire had its 
bezinoing,.covſefled,that he came. gut of France with ane Stephen Pigdelon, * * Pigdiox in French, fig- 
about four months before the Fire, and wentinto Sweden with him, where js ph eds Pp £4 
he allo ſtaig with hun as his Companion four monehs, and then they came Popifh Lice _— F 
together into.England in a Swegife Ship called the Skipper, where be ſtaid on | 
board with the ſaid Piedelow cill that Satarday night, in which the Fire brake Our. When P:ede- 
by taking him our of the Ship, carried him. inp Faddin;-Lane, and he being carnoft to know 
whither he would carrv him ? he would nat ſawsfie ;him ll he had brought him to the place, 
and then he told him, that he had brought three Bas, and gavehim one of thera to throw into 
the houſe. And he would have been further ſatisfied in the deſign, 2s he ſaid, before he would 
EXECUTE it ; But P:edelow was ſoirppatient that he would voniear him, and then he did the Fad, 
which was, That he put aFige-Ball at the end of aJong Pole, andlighting Ec | 
it with a piece of Match, he put jt in at a Window * and taid:thl he ſaw * The;Alchouſe in Battopvs 
the Houſe in a flarie. He confeſſed that there were Three and twenty Com- 1-*"< )"ynung to Mi. FAY) 


| , | ze s Hauſe, was the plice to 
plices, whereof Pirgelou was the pref, viva \ | which Picdelou brought Hu- 


byct, and be Pun the Fire ball through (ork 2}: braken in tie Wally which he miſt. ging for a Window,/made the Relation to 
be ſuſpected, | : | 


Mr. Graves. a French Merebant huing|in'St.Afarp Axe, Informed-this Commictee, that he had 
known Hurt ever {ince the tas four/years ald, :and hath everobſerved himto be a perſon of 2" 
muſchievousingli nation , | and therefave fit tar any vilainous enterprize'; And becauſe of his know-" 
ledge he had-of him, he wet $6-y16c : him in 1Poifon, where: when .he faw him , the could not 
but cammiſerate ahe condition wheneimorhe had! brought :haxcelf; And for his. beeter diſcovery 
of the Faft, he toldhim whe tajd Hubett, thathe did mar believe heihad done that of which he 
confeſſed himſelf guilty. Jo which: Hubert replycd., :Tes Sur," [.am party of ut, and have been 
braugbt t6 it by the nftiration of ManficurPicdelou; at ms aur of any malice tothe Englifo Nation , 
bat fram #.xdc/ore. of | Reward: whioh he promiſed premipos. guy Retarn ture (ETAnCE, 

It is obſervable, that this-miſatableareaturs who confeſſed himfcdf .to the Committee to-be a 
 Protgftans, was a Pupift, and diediſo. Andas (br theidforatid : Piedelon, the dard Mr. Graves 
informed,.thathe hed. a. fall cknowlegdge-of him; and knewhim- ro:be a very'Deboit Perſon, 
and aptto any Wicked Deſign. © Moreover, for a clear conviftion of the Guilt of the aforeſaid 
Hubert, Nev ener ry; thetkiteeperof the Whire: LlanPrifan, was uppointed-toſer him-upon a-horſe, 
apd.toge. wh lim, aud tac taht could find.-vartheplacewhere he threw the #ire-Bab. nd | 


what followed thexup?y,. .eftttacs by: 1”. 


-- 


G Mr. 
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- AÞ. Lowmans Certificate concerning the Behaviour of the ſaid Robert Hubert, 
at the place wbere the Fire began, when carried thither. 

N obedience to a» Order direfied ro me, from the Honourable Committee of the Houſe of Commons, 

| 2 then firting in the Speakers Chamber of the ſerond of October," 1668. I didcarry Robert Huberc 
fo Sr, Karherines-Tower by Water, to let me know the row where the Swediſh Ship lay, that browg br 
him and other Frenchmen from Stockholm, and he broxghr we to rhe Dock over-4gainſ® Mr, Cor- 

{cllis, bis Brew-bouſe, and did then verific to me, and Mr. Corſellis, That the Ship lay there, until 
' fſach time "as he with My. Piedelou «nd others did go and ſct fire to a Houſe. And this Hubert 
aid then further ſay, That Mr. Picdelou' did fix two Fire-Balls to a long Pole, and put them into 4 
Window ; and that he the ſaid Robert Hubert did fire one in the ſame manner , and pat it ip at 
the ſame Vindow. But with all the inquiry and diligence that I conld wſe, I could neither find nor 
hear of any ſuch Veſfſcl. And from thence I carried the ſaid Robert Hubert ro Tower-Hill, and did 
then deſire hims to ſhew me the Houſe that they did fire, and he ſaid, That it was near the Bridze. 
So we went alony Thames-ſtreet towards the Bridge ; but before we came to the Briage, the ſaid Ro- 
bert Hubertſa'd, That the Houſe was up there (pointing with his hand wp Pudding-lane ;) $2 [ 
bid him go ta the place, and he went along ibe Briths and Rubbiſh, and made a ſtand. Then did I ak 
one Robert Penny, « PV ine- Porter, which was the Bakers Howſe? and he told m:, That was the 
Houſe where the aforeſaid Robert Hubert ftood. So [ went to Robert Hubert and ſtood by him, and 
turned my back towards the Bakers Houſe, and demanded of him, which Houſe is was that be fired, 
(diretting to other Honſes contrary to that Howſe:) But he turning himſelf about, ſaid, This was the 
Houſe (pointing to the Bakers Honſe) that was firſt fired Then by rea'on of his lamencſs I ſet him 
on 4 Horſe, and carried him to ſevcral other places, but no other place would he acknowlcage ; bat 
rode back again to the Bakers Houſe, and ſaid again, Thar that was the Houſe (poinring ar the Bakers 
Houſe) And this ] ds bumbly certifie to this Honourable Committee. 

| WIS, Be me 7obn Lowman, Keeper of his Majeſties County-Goal for Surry. 

j* being intimated to the Committee, That norwithſtanding the Confeſſion of the ſaid Hubert, 
it was confidently reported -the Fire in the forementioned* Farryners houſe began by acci- 
dent: The Commirree therefore ſent for him the ſaid Farryner before them, who being ex- 
amined, ſaid, Toat it was impoſſible any Fire ſh»uld happ:n in his Horſe by accident ; for he had 
a/ter Twelve of the Clock that night gone through every Rom thereof, and feund no Fire, but in one 

Chizzney, where the Room was paved with Bricks, which Fir: he dligently raked wp in Embers, He 
was then asked, whether no Window or Door might ler in wind to diſturb thoſe Coals? He 
affirmed there was no poſſibility for any wind to diſturb them : and that it was abſolatel ſet on 
fire of porpie 

Norte, That ths Hubert was' ſome time after Trycd, Condemned and Exrcuted for this Fall, and 
- at his Death did achnowledre and own the doins thereof, and that be was inſtigated therewnto 

by Monſicur Picdelon as aforeſaid, 

DawesWeymenſ:1 £(q; one of his Majeſties Juſtices of the Peace, informed, Thar he ſaw a man 
apprehended in the time of the Fire, near the Templ:, with his Pockets ftuft with combuſtible 
matter, made of Flax, Tow, and ſuch-like materials. 

Dottor Fobn Packer informs, ' that he ſaw a Perſon in the time of the Fire, throw ſome 
combuſtitl:ma'ter into a Shop in the Old Bayly, which he thinks was the Shop of an Apotheca- 
ry ; and that immediately thereupon he ſaw a great ſmoak, and ſmelr a ſmell of Brimſtone. The 
Perfon that did this immediately ran away ; but upo:1 the out-cry of the People he was taken 
by the Guards. WE 
Mr. Randal, Mr, Haſlew, and Mr. Humphr:y Bowyzr, do all agree, That they ſaw a perſon 
flnging ſomething into a Houſe near St.. Antholines Church ; and that thereupon che Houſe was 
on fire, and the ſmoak thereof infeſted the adjacent Houſes. And when this was done, there 
was No fire near th: place. 

- Mr. Micha:l Mxich, an Officer/in the Trained Bands in a Company of Sir Richard Browns, 
appreazended a Walloon in the time of the Fire, at the Nggs-head in Lead-m-ball-Srreert, with 
anIn{trument like-a dark :-Lanthorn , made (as is conceived) to lay a Train of Powder, and it 
was. tilled with Gun-powder. There were two more of the ſame Nation in his company. They 
beinz <sked to what uſe they, employed rhe fame Inftrumenr, would give no Account thereof. 

Newton Kill:agworth Eſq; informed, That he apprehended. a perſon during the Fire about 
whom he found much combuſtrbl: mattcr, and certain: black things of a lo:g fi:wre, which he could 
not.indure trohold in his hands, - by: reaſon-of the'r extream heat. This Perſon was ſo ſurprized 
at firit, that he would not anſwer to: any queſtion 3 Bur being on his way to White- hall, he aQ- 
ed the part of a Mbd-man, and.ſo continued while he was with- him. 

. Sir Fob) Maynard: a Member 'of this Houſe affirms ', Thatihe had ſome of that combuſt ble matttr 
in bis hands; and though it were in ite natural ſubſtance , and unfired, yet the heat of it was ſcarcely tobe 
endured by the towrh. | | 
_ _*Mvr. Freeman of Southwark: Brewer (whoſe Houſe was lately fired ) informs, That on the day his 
Houſe was fired (about a quartcy of an hour before that happened). # Paper with a Ball of Wila-fire , con- 
taining near 4 pound wei:ht wrapped in it , Www found in th: Nave of a Wheel , i 4 cs = \ 

Where 
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| where lay a great quantity of Timber. How his Houſe was fired , he knoweth not ; bue this he af- 
firme.t ro the Committee, That it could not be by accident , becauſe th:re had not been any Candle or Fire 


wm the Houſewhere the Hay liy , that whole day ; and tht the Hay b:1-g laid in very dry , and before 
A414 'ummer, could not p.ſſubly be ſet on fire within it [elf. Moreover he ſaid , That the Hay-l fr was on fire 
on the rop of the Houſe , and that the Fire ſpread from the one end of the Roof to another un an inſtant. | 

Mr. K:chard Harwood informs , That being near the Feathers Tavern by Sr. Fanls, upon the feurth 
of September , he ſaw ſomerhing throw;ha grate in a Cellar, liks Wild: fire, by the ſparkling anaſpitting 
of it , he couldjudye it to be no other ; Whereupon he gave notice of it ro ſome Soulaiers that were near 
the place , who cauſed it to be quenched. | | 

1 had Grder from the Committee to acquaint you , That we traced ſeviral Perſons apprehended upon 

ſtronz Suſpicion (quring the Fire) to the Guaras, but could not make further diſcovery of them. 


© Thus far was the Report : What follows was given in to the Committee , but not by them Reported 
10 the Houſe at that time. 


A Letter from a Perſon of Credit to the Chair-man of rhe ſaid Committee. 
SIR 
Earing that you are Chairman to the Committee for examinin; the Firing of London , 1 thanght good 
to acquaint you with this Inſormation that I have recerved, 

William Champne)s a Hatband-maker, now living upon Horſlydown , was upon Tucſday- morning, 
September the fourth 1666, in Shoe-lane , and there met with a Conſtable who had apprehended a 
Frenchman, whom he took firing a Houſe there with Fire-balls, and charged the ſaid Champneys to 
aſſiſt him ; who carried the ſaid Frenchman to Sal:sbary Court , hoping there tohave found a Julticez 
but finding thar Place burning down, returned into Fleer-ftreer, who was preſently called upon by 
the Commander of the Life-Guard, to know what the matrer was . The Conftable rold him , He 
had apprehended a Frenchman firing a Houſe in Shoe-lane ; he examined the Perſon and commit- 
red himto the G#.rd, and told the Conitable he would ſecure him ; and carried him along with 
him. The Conſtable asked him whether he ſhould go along with him ro give in his Evidence? He 
replicd,Toat be had din: en»ugh, and might go home, But what became of the Frenchman he knoweth not, 

Tour humble Servant , $. G. 

Ina Letter from Ipſ-vich, directed , For the Honourable Sir Rob:yr Brook, it is intimated , That 
about the 3oth of Aaguſt 1666, one of the Conſtables of Cotron in Hariſmer Hundred , being abour 
the ſurvey of that Town about Hearth money, was told by one Mr. Will am Thompſon, a Koms.an Caths > 
lick in that Town , That though times werelike tobeſad, yet if he found any cauſe to change hts Religion, he 
wexnldſee he ſhoald not want : And furtier (aid to him , What will you ſay, if yon bear that London « Barn ! 


The Afidatits touching a Frenchman that (ard, There were Three hundred of 
them engaged 1n Firing the City. 

The Informations of R'co2ard Bead of St. Giles in the Fields , Tronmonget 3 William Cores, Samuel 
Page, Francis Cogny, Edmond Dkins, and Richard Pardve, taken the 8th day of Sepremb. 1666,by 
Sir 7uftInian Lewen Knight, one of his Majeſtics Juſtices of the Peace for the County of Midaleſex, 
upon Oath , as follaweth : | 

Ichard Bound ſaith , That wp'n Tueſay night L:ſt about twelve or one of theclock , there wai a 

Frenchman brozght by the watch to this In ormants Father s homſe , being at the ſign of the White- 

Harltig King-ftreer, taken «5 aſu/piciow perſon : The ſaid perſon being queſtioned by them, Whether he was 
nor on2f thoſe that Fired the City , or kad atand therein , or any privity «r knowltdge of any that had de- 
ſugned the ſame ? or words tothat eff.& : The ſaid perſon anſwerea agreat while ina perverſe manner, quite 
if ercnt from the qu:ſtion. But being further preſſ.d to tell the truth, and being told,, that if be mere (mlry, 
it would b: the only way to ſave his life : He aid at firſt ebſtinately deny , that be knew any thing of any Plot. 

Whercapon 4 young man to k the Priſoner aſid: totb: end of the Rooms, and after ſome private diſciurſe between 

them to:y both r:turn:d to this Informant and the reſt of th: Company , and the ſaid youns man {pake openly 

tos, inthe neating of the Priſoner , Tuat the ſaid Frenchman and Priſoner had confeſſed , There were 

Three hundred Freachmen that were in a Plotor Conſpiracy to fire the City, Upon which this Infor - 

mant and others [pake to the ſaid Frenchman intheſe words or tothe ſame effett : Well Monſieur,you have 

done very well to confeſs what you have done , and' no doubt but you may have your Pafdon, if 
you will confeſs atl you know of this Plot : And thereupon further acked him, Are there no more than 

Three hundred perſons in the faid Plot? He anſwered, There are no more than Three hundred per- 

fons. Then we inquired who they were , and how he cam: to know they were Three hundred ? ' To which he 

world give no dire Anſwer, but put it off with other extrav «gant diſcourſe. Aud bring acked, why he came 
ro St.Giles Pariſh (where he wat apprehended ? ) He told a Story,that hs came from Iflingron-Ficlds,where 
his Maſters Goods were: Byt the Goods were now removed, but he comld not tell whither ; and that his Ma- 
ſter bid him go up and down the Fieids but would not declare upon what occaſion, or for what end be was [o'to 
do: And b-mmg ask:d whether there were Three hundred perſons engazed in this Deſign or Flor? He vepli- 
ed, Trat there were Three hundred exga c mt. | 
The ſeveral Informations of William Cates of Cow-lanec of Landon Painter , of Sdama:t Pape of Ic. 
Giles in the Fields Weaver , of Eamand Dakins of St. Giles aforeſaid, Bookſeller ; of Francs 
Cockney of St. Andrews Holbourn ; of Richard Pardoe Vitualler , taken upon Oath', Go. rend 
to the Confirmation of the fore-going Relation, An 


\ 
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wot A Etta ofa Lerrer' from Hcjdlcbirgh , in the Paldthate; Seprembir the 1gth 1666. 


"> 
: 


Our of rhe $/21h chvrant comb on WedneſAay 10 we , and brott;Þt me the ill ridings of the Burning of 


' Fortdon," conftantty expetted and aiſcourſed of among ſt the jt mites to my knetuledye for thefe Fifteers 
years laſt paſt , as to' Happen this Year. In which they do al'o promiſe 10 themſelves and others , The In- 
troduchon of the Publick Exerciſe of. the Catholick Religion, This Letter was ſent ro Mfr. Alton, 
who 1933 1 New-Gtay=l-lant'i Shadwell , who negotiates the bafineſs of the Palartnate , and will pro- 
dttte the Oftonral ,* if thee by ver eſtes. | 

"IE Toc [nformation of John Chiſhul Schoolmafter in Enfield. 

[JEon Prid ty ,, AA}. 31. Mrs. Sr. Geoprt and her eldeſt Daughter $,ſuma S. George, both Popiſh Re- 
cnſants , came to viſit Mrs. Rebzcca Eves Widow , at her hdbſe in Enfield ; where ſpeaking con- 
c*ritng tire Seffion of Parlizment drawing mh , Mrs. St. George told her , That ſome would heroa(- 
ter bz call:d to an account for a Flot, Being asked for what ? She rofd her in het ear , For Burning 
th; City. Mrs'Ews atterwards hearing of the firing of Lox4-n( and going to a place where ſhe 
might behold ir ) mer with Mrs. Saſann.: Sr. George, and (amongſt other diſcourſe) told het how 
mach her Mothers Words , which the puke the Friday before , dictrun in her thoughrs ; which ſhe 
repeated to her Daughter : who made this Reply , That her Morher was very apt to tath,, and that 

Set $74 $5tn fan to keep her Mother within aveys during the Fire, fearing leſt ſpe ſhould ratk, 

L After rhis (during the Fire) Mrs. Eves met with Mrs. Cook , another Popiſh Recuſant,and of the 
ſue Family, ro whom ſhealbrelared Mrs, Sr, George her words ; who made this return, Thar fre 
wa” 4 worthy roman'to keep Colinſel. | 

/*M'o'the Lady St. Gtarge at Erficldin the Lord of Lixcoln's Houſe , declared tors. Rebecea Eves 
of. theiſaid Town; That within a fow dies the City of Londoy wonld 6: Laid in Aſpes. This was tpd- 
kearaboutivo dayes before the Fire happeied, 

6d Mrs. Eves of FEntictd her Examination before Mr. Jolliff and Dr. Marvel , 

4 _ Dec:mb. 20; x666. concormig its. St, George. 

AFRs Rebecta Es of Eiiftet4; three or four days ,” or wirhin a week before the Fire , receivinga 
+2 Viſit ih 1t N71 Pituſe from Mrs, Sr, George (amongſt other Diſcourſes) Mrs. Sr. George akt her 
what News the Bedrd > ardyiFÞfe Knew when che Parliament fare * Mrs. Eves replied ſhethorghr 
4 hc The orl-Fa%ed', IF he heyr? bf any that were to b: called in qurftion before the Parliiment ? 

Eve fald , About phat ? WG About a Tot, Mrs, Evesasked, What Plot? Mrs, 
A anfiwerzd ” Yr Þ 


f 
| | - fk . Mrs. Ev25fard , I hope God will pref-rvs the Cery , bye 
e3þ1% 1/2 ot 1b Gol EY Doe} 2 Yatt 6: cdrimated. So the Diſcourſe was traved for tharime:- + 
Arthe timevf tre Fic ; Nis 2Ees iwent our t6 look: towards the Fire, and mentionmg Mrs. 
Sr. George, one inthe Companyreflied bend Ker (but the eannor certainly fix che perſon) A prime 
"a8 to hoep comnſe [| After the Fire, Mrs. Sr. George her Daughter came toMrs. Eves, whe asked 
rus E rememb Et what her Mo:ner had ſaid 2 She ſaid, My Mother is ſuch a Woman, ſe will { "14 
At jrevbinks. Afterwards we {.16;T ſpe hd much ado to keep ber Mother in-4t the time of the Fixe, 
leſt foe ſrould peak Tome Phones the Jemnrd Be au:/tioncd for, | War Ta 
At the firſt Diſcourſe . Eves, ber Dazzghter,, and ethers of her Family were preſent. Mr. St. George, bs Vife ant! F 
RE A RP bk Ak ib P. pon oY : 6 = 


wilts, and there are many more 11: the Nezg hboiirbool. 
NY RERCRBATHDS rept. wowy Bs 
,- 50 5 A Letter dingedand (C1 Ly t'1C Folt [9 Mr. Samuel Tharlton in Leicesterſlure,, from 
My Erient ,.. \ $A PETION unknown, as followeth; Dated OZobey 26. 1666: 
"wr 


Y 'r preſence is ww tmve necd([2 £7 Lonyon, thaj where you are, that younray determine bow to diſpoſe of your Eſtate Ip 
AS Solth wives Fas! i deter ned by matic Conn ſet {if nos fruſtrated by Divine Power) that the Suburbsall 
Moxtty be ftropat.* Ya! Ep afits 1HhPpe enDgy b #0 uldeY id. - Proceed as your Genius ſhall inſtritt you. EWAYD 

| HS AEM SLES T, YR Ya.) | . KY” Cave, Cave, Fuge. Vale. h 
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07. NJ ITECV.T' 
CArhrdty the Ark of $eprember 1666 £ heda  betore rhe Fire in Lgudan ; came one Urmſtraw from Ireland | with a 
Feirer rom rh&hog $onePh: H»lcroft a Faſt-Hitm: I Efex( being rclatcd to that Fam Y by Marriage) Where he 
fitpp6d. | Trer WH heuskrithe Efquire',! 'be bad IH hy thing of the Firing of London? who anſfwered', No.) The 
Urnſtvaw (aid , Flea6ulthhortly , Farr? Wh) Ob bb OA OAH NTgr. The Pfquire artweret \ Af it 1here , Vie wopent's 
\ » rrp EIN it had beet Wham a'time: Bur WUrmſtraw anfwered , "No 4 would not beignenchad ” Por it 
ſhould be (rig of it gs of Troy, repeating ehatneY eric; Nev Sep eft abs trop fue , Phat Now Corn grows-wbere/Troy 
froed . L bis Dizaurle wagmanageg pleaiantly; by Yin, -a/3Þr wikch theywenr ro their; Beds.: And1in rhe-mornitie 
UI 1mſerae inguares caneRly, TJ. omg beardef tbe Firitgg of: London that-Nighn2,.. They.anſxeered ,.No: 
uthe Þ 


t>,".A. Tae, Relation. from Eflex. 


ls 1 


rayed themto 2n4,onec of the Farazly out fo z2uquire , aud danbtteſs thay would hear of it : Upon which a Mei- 
#nyer $2 nt, dhe Nite ht tn W6rd ham 2 man that travelledn | 4 the Road , That it was Es re.indeed, Aﬀter 
Dinffr this! 03> ddl Fen hiS TREES bedatiiet  ChAChe might xe gohe. The Eſquire 1lirrears hin eo Kay fl! 
next morning; Bug hevimvered ,:9FfFBo2/af 2+ [OnARfeep A HiDfe' PSV ebb I'ithd Fe Lf: : Therefore Freonld' yd 
$eeLondon beforezik road bumed': Pory ſhlthrocyſcovedmce, oo 2 | x 


- 


\ 
«I 


5 ute) TgrNug the Fine berg: bogy nomYartonyaperfion comme: from Prtferd,\whenheoexne to 

Barnaby-jlr.c:-endin Soutbsark, hears a Woman cry.our dpahftu Freaobmanior throwing \PeareWallks, 

AP wneaRhct.hin, wal bays RJld of kim Heamwred himwharConimiflion' he had Yorlfo dowg tHe 

Kawered , That Air GArmh/tirwds mn\kos Ch:It, tiiye kia apr theyſearei'+him,: andFfound 
"e-bels inbiFPockws; Mewardelifered toriieiGparin 
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A Citizen being burnt out of his Houſe, had hired a Lodging in Queens-ſireet in Covent-Garden ;, and 
going up Holborn( there being a Crowd of people)iteps in amongit them,and hears a Woman ſay, that 
the hada hand in Firing the City. The People askt her, whether the were an Anabaptilt ? She ſaid 
No: Are you an Independent? She ſaid No: Are youa Presbyterian ? She ſaid No: Are you a Roman 
Catholick? to which ſh: would give no anſwer. The Citizen asxed her, but Miitreſs had you a handin 
Burning che City? She anſwered, what would you have me lay? 1 have confeſſed it already, and 
ao deſerve to Dye for it this ſhe ſaid with preat trembling, and ſeemed to be much troubled. The 
Citizen enquired for a Conſtable, the People reply'd there was one gone for, But a Gallant comes, and 
taxes her by the Arm, and leads heraway, ſaying he would have her examined, and forthwith enother 
Gallant cloſeth with him, and they both carryed her to the Gr:ffin Tavern in Holborn, The Citizen 
follows them, to ſce the reſu't of the buſineſs, But, they, with the Matter of th: Houſe, ſhut outthe 
Company (all but the Citizen, ſuppoſing him to be one of their own Companions )bur asking one the 
other concerning him, an4 fiiding bim not of them, put him cur again. Whercupon he gocs to the 
next Company of Sou!diers, and inquires for their Captain, who reply:d, hz was not there, but told 
him, Yonder is my Lord Craven, unto whom the Citizen repaired, and acquainted his Lordſhip, That 
there was a Woman apprehende1 (and reſcued by a couple of Gallants) that had Confefſed the had a 
hand in Burning the City, and was at ſuch a Tavern. \\hereupon the Lord Craven calls to a Captain in 
the {trect, and ordered him to go with that Man and apprehend the Wornan that he ſhould direct im to; 
Whereupon he goes with the Citizen, and t:kes her with the firſt Gallant, who Rood vp highly in her 
defence, and carries them both to an A!choufe on the other ſide of tne way, The Citizen perceiving 
that nothing would be done with her, leaves his name with the Captain, and where he might be found, bur 
was never called for to juſtifie the words ſpoken by her. 

A Woman itanding in Wh:re-Chappel with a Co:mpar.y about her, was as%kt what the mitter was ? She 
ſaid, that ſhe mettwo young men in that place, and as&<d them how it was with the Fire : They anſwer- 
ed, [ts now almoſt out, if it Can be kept ſo,but the Rogues renew it with their Fireballs, Ay ſaith another 
Woman, Young men, if you have ah-artto it, you may be hired to throw Fire-balls too; For I know 
where twenty were hired yclterday tothrow them. It was askt her, what was become of the Woman 
that ſpake thus ? She anſwered, Tnat ſhe had apprehended her an1 delivered her to the under Bcadle of 
White-Chappel-Pariſh, The Woman falling under the accuſitivn (not being abl» to deny it) there being 
many Witneſſes at that time that heard it : She was delivered ro Sir Fob Rebinſon, but heard of no 
mote, 

One from France writes to his Correſpondent in London, to know the truth of what was muttered in 
Parts, Whether London were laid in Aſhes or no, The Letter being dated a weet before the Fire began, 

From Surry 83 or near Darkin, g Perſon in ordinary habit (who ra4s yer obſerved to take place of all the 
Nobi'ity and Gentry among tbe Papiſts) ſeeing the People of Darkin mourn for the Burning of the City, be 
ſpake [lightingly of it, telling them, They ſhould have ſemething elſe to trouble themſelves for, and that 
ſhortly Darkin ſboxe!d laid be as low 45 London, Whereupon the People made at bim,and one Mr. Howard a 
great Papiſt reſcues bim, and ſends him away in his Coach ro London, This was depoſed before Sir Adam 
Brown, 4 F«ſtice of Peace and a Member of Parliament, 


mm 
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Theſe following Relations (for ſubſtance) were delivered to Sir Robert Brooks, Chairman 
of the Committee, a little betore the Prorogation of the Faritament, and others are 
ready to be juſtihed, 


A true Relation male by one of the Grand Fury, at Hicts-Hall, at a general Quarter-Seſſions, preſently 
after the Fire #77 London, 


Hat near Weſt-Swithfield in Cheek: Lane, there was a man taken in the very Act of firing a Houſe, by 

the Inhabitants and Neignbours;and carrying him away through Smzthfield,to have him before a Juftice 
for the fact committed, The Kings Life Guard perceiving ir, m:de up unto them, and demanded their 
Priſoner from them ; but they refuſed to let him go. The Life-Guard men told them, That he was one 
of the Kings Servants, and ſaid, We wil{ have im ; and thereupon they drew out their Swords and Piſtols, 
and reſcued him out of the peoples hands by force of Arms. 

A Bill of Indictment was brought againſt him, and two or three Witneſſes did ſwear unto it, and the 
Bill was found by the Grand: Jury, who did carry it to the 014- Zazly, and preſented to the Lord Chief 
Jultice ; but it came tono further Tryal, nor was ever ſeen after at the O!d- Baily, ſo ſar as this perſon vpon 
his beſt enquiry could cver hear or learn, 

Concerning & Houſe-keeper at So-ho, who fired his own Dwelling- Houſe. 

[rſt he ſecured all his Goods in his Garden, and then went in and fired his Houſe z which when he 
had done, he cndeavourcd to get away 0.t at his Fore Door. A Neighbour demanded of him who 

had fired his Houſe? He anſwered, The Devil, Upon that, his Neighbour bid him ſtand, or he would 
run his Halbert into his gu's. His anſwer was, /f you do, there are enoughleft behind me to do the work. 
Whereupon he was ſecured, and a Bill of Indictment brought againſt him, and about three Witneſſes did 
ſwear to it, 2nd his 5on came in a Witneſs againit him, who was demanded by the Foreman, What he 
couid ſay as tothe firing of his Fathers Houſe ? He ſaid, thit hi Father did fire it with a Fire-ball, It 
was demanded of him, whether he did fire i: above {tairs, or below ? He anſwered, Above-ſtairs. The 


D Bill 


/ 

(10) 
Bill was lixzewiſc fornd ; but the Petty- Jury b.ing too much influenced ard over-awed ty the L, C, ]. XK. 
did not find him guilty, 

Humphrey yrs of White-Lion-Court in Barbican Porter is ready to depoſe upon Oath, That on the 
third of Seprember 1666, being the Monday, at which time the 'Fire was as farre oft as Walb»ock, he 
coming to Budge-Kew, andno Fire r.car that he could perceive, on a ſudden he ſaw two houſes about 
the middle of 4 udge-Aow, betwixt St. Artholines Church and Wa. brock break out ina light fire in their 
midclettories, before ever the tops of thc ſaid Houſes catcht or were toucht with fire, ſo that they Eurnt 
dowr wards till the Roof fell into the Fire, 

The like is atteſted by Jr. Morton a Gold-(mith near the end of Folter- Lane, who averrs, that the 
peoxlec that dwelt in A/derſgate, having removed their Goods and abandoned the ſame, he on a ſudden 
ſaw a fire in one of the Rooms, which mult needs be ſer on fire as well becauſe thre was no otker fire 
near thereabopt; at that time, nor for many hours after, as alio for that it began not on the top ti ut in- 
 wardly, and ſoflam'd forth through the very ſtones; But by Þis calling out for help it was ſor that time 

Quencht, though afrerwards fired again; It being ſo convenient for their purpoſe, who dcfign'd 
to have carryed on the flam:s furiher up Alaerſpare- ſireer, though in| that reſps& Ged prevented 
them, 

In the ſame manner A Perſonof cmir.ent Quilityy and another very worthy Gentleman both then of 
the Temple, have attelicd, that in that fire in 1666, they ſaw the fire break out at the Temple when ne Cie 
was near, nor could they poſſibly make any reaſonable apprehenſion how from the common Conf 
on any fire ſhould reachthither, or catch at the place where they obſerv'd it to break out. 

A Maid was taken in the Street w:th two Fire-Balls in her lip, Some did demand of 
had them ? She ſaid, One of the K ivgs Life- Guard threw them into her Lap : She wes a+ kc. 
had not cauſed him to be apprehended ? She ſaid, that ſhe knew not what they were. She was inviciic 
for this, and the Bill found againſt her, and turn<d over to the 01d: Baily, but no proſecution upon it. 

In the time of the Fire. a Conſtable tock a Frenchman firing a Houſe, ſeized on him, mndgeing t0@ Ma- 
giftrate with bim, met with His Royal Hghneſs the Duke of York, who atkh:d the reaſon of the tamuit : 
One told him that a Frenchman was taken firing a Houſe ; bis Highneſs called for the wan, who ſpake to him 
in French. The Duke athed, Who would atteft it ? The Conſtable ſaid, I took h:min ihe ARt and | will at- 
teft it. The Duke tock him into his cuſtody, ard ſaid, | will ſecure him. But ke was heard of no more, 

On Munday the third of Seprember, there was a Frenchman taken bring a Koniez and upon ſearching 

of him, Fire-Balls were found about him. At which time four of the Life-Gvuard reſcued the Frenchman, 
and took him away from the People, after their uſual manner in the whele time of ti-e Fire, 
One Mr. Belland a Frenchman, living at Maribone, who bought great Pore cf Paſtboard for a confider- 
sbletime before the fire inthe City of Londox,to the quant:ty of twenty groſs in one Shop, and much more 
elſewhere, was asked by a Citizen, W hat he did with all that Paitboard ? He anſwered that he made Fire- 
works for the Kings pleaſure. The Citizen asked him, W hat Coth the King give you ? He replyed, Nothing, 
onely I have Reſpelts at Court:The Citizen ſaid, T ake beed, Mr. Belland, you do not expend your eftate,and 
then loſe your Resþetts at Court, for you areat a great charge, Belland anſwered, Ser, do you think this a 
great matter ? I uſe all this my ſelf ; But if you did ſee all the great quantities 1 have made elſewhere, in 
three ſeveral places, three, four, and five miles off, you would ſay ſomething. Anothcr tim, t!e Stationer 
with whom he dealt for Paſtboard, being at his Houſe in Afaribone, and wondring at the many thouſands 
of Fire Wuegks that lay piled yo of ſeveral] ſorts, he ſaid, Sir, ao you wor der at this? rf you ſheu'd ſee the 
quantity that I bave made elſewhere by other men, you weuld WONDER INDEED, 

The Sunday before the Fire began, this B-{/and came to the Shop where he was wont to buy his Psſt- 
board, but the Stationer being not there, he delircd a Citizen (the Stationers Neighbour) to ſpeak to him, 
and to let him know that he had much wronged him in diſappointing tim of the four groſs of Paſtboard 
which he ſhould have had of him,and ſaid that he ſhould not do his work by the time + end that if he had it 
not by Tueſday night,it would 27 6g roolate,he ſhou'd have no occaſion for it after that (which was the 
Tacſday night before the the Fire } Mr. Belland (ſaid the Citizen) what is the reaſon of your haſt ? Have 
you any Shew ſuddenly before the King ? At which he bluſht, and would give no anſwer. Says the Ci. 
t:zZen, What kind of Fire-works do you make, onely ſuch as will cratkandrun? Bcliard anſwered, ] make 
of all forts; ſome that will burn and make no crack at al!, but wil' flye up in in a pure body of flame, higher 
then the top of Pauls, and waver in the Ayre, Says the Citizen, Mr. Be:lard, when you make your 
Shew, ſhall I ſeeit? Yes, ſaid Bel/land, I promiſe you, and gave him his hand upon it, Which Citizen 
m the time of the Fire, being upon the Thames in a Boat, ſaw, to his great amazement, ſundry bodics of 
fire, burning above the Fire of the Houſes as high again as Pauls wavering tn the Ayredirectly according 
to Bellands deſcription. 

And after the Burging of the City, the Stationer and the other C't zen agreed to go to Maribone, to 
ſpeak with this Bel/and ; and by the way met with his two Mat:ds and his Boy : And having ſome know- 
ledge of them, asked for young Mr. Belland, who told them he was not at home, neither knew they 
where he was. But the Citizens obſerving that they carry:d with them Rabbets and Capons ready 
dreſt, concluded, they were going to him, and told them ſ\>, Whereat, they were furly and bad them 
go look him, for they would not tell them where he was. Upon that, the Citizens reſolved to follow 
them, and did. till they came to Whiteball.The Servants went up ſtairs and down ſtairs,on purpoſe to have 
loſt them, but could not,for they kept cloſe to them. And at laft, one of the Maids went to a door and knock- 


ed, Crying out, They were dog g d by two men, that they could not verid of ; With that young Mr, Belland 
opcned 


(11, 
opened the door ſaying to one of the Citizens, Sir your Servant, how do you do ? One of them anfwereds 
Both | and many T houſand Families more are the worſe for you ;, for you under pretepce of making Fire « 
works for the King, have Deſtroyed a Famous City, and Ruined 4 Noble People, To waich Belland re- 
plyes, / make nothing but Innocent Things, that will do no harm; for which 1 bave a Pattent f- om the 
King.But the Citizen anſwered, /f the King gave you a Pattent, it was bat for your ſelf : Who anſwered, 
No. Then ſaid the Citizen, What made you then to 1mploy ſo many mengn [0 rany places ? No, ſaid Belland, 
I ſet no man to work, neither know | any Man that makes of them, but my ſelf , though he had often before 
ſaid otherwiſe, While they were thus diſcourſing, Old zellazd looks from under the Han ing, Sir,ſaid 
he, 7 hear you charge my Son with Suſpitton of Burning the City, I pray you ſpeak lower (calling his Eyes 
about, fearing the Ladies paſſing by might hear) and ſaid, Ay Son doth nothing but what be bath a Pat- 
tent from the King for, and ſhail bave an Order to Sie any man, that ſhail accuſe biz. And he ſaid, 24 
Son 1 no Priſoner, but Lodg ed bere to prevent him from the Rage of the Common People, Wellfaid the Ci- 
tizens, To muſt orve an Account for what you have done, And ſothey ſhut the Door upon them, 
A Houſe in Shooe-lane fired by a French-man taken in the Alt, yet diſcharged. 

O® Tueſday the 4th. of September 1666, A French-man was taken for Firing the Txrn-broach of the 

Temples houſe, in Robin-hood-court in Sbuoe-lane where he lodged. This Court was full of pitiful 
ro!ten houſes, and he did the fact early in the morning before ever any fire was come over Fleer bridge or 
croſsthe Ditch ; but the woman being up and perceiving it juit az he was going forth, cryed out to one 
Mr, Nicaſius a neighbour who was then in that Court, /«y:ng, This Rogue hath fired my houſe, and 
Withal came running out of the houſe into the Court aiter him, thereupon Mr. Nicaſins ſeized the Fellow, 
ralkt French to him, ſearcht his pockets and found a writing purporting to be Indentures of Covenant 
for him and another to ſerve one Glowde Lantee of the Pariſh of St. Leonard Shorcdurch French-fring-maker 
for 101, per Anmm wages,darcd 101th, of 747, 1665, Atteſted by Fobn Vnderwoed publick Nortaty and 
Foſhuab T hirk'!l is fervant, *Tis uncertain whether his name was Martin de Humer, or Andrew Som- 
mers, becanſethey were both partics to the ſame Iadented Articles, but'tis more probable it was de Hue 
met becauſe the ſame is a French, whereas Sommers is an Engliſh name. This perſon teing fo taken in 
the Fact, was asktif he were a Frenchnan which he acknowledged, the people would preſently have 
uſed violence to him,but Mr. NV:icaſ#us with muc\? ado per iw dei them to the contrary and got their leave 
to be patien: that he might carry him before the Duke of T1+k. whom Ie found with his Guard about S- 
lisbury Court, to him he preſented the French man, and related tne Fact with its apparent circumſtances 
in Engliſh , on whi.h the Duke called onc of the Hurie Gu.rd, 3nd del.vercd him unto him, who rode a- 
way with him trivmphantly towards Weſtminſter, The Afonnſizurs about the Duke making a great 
noiſc at his del:very, but the next morning Mr. Vicaſius enquired what became of the French-ma3n, and 
the people told him he was let go, nor hath he fince been heard of by Mr. NV:cafizu though he hathuſed 
means to inquire and find him out. The Twrn-broaches houſe confiſted only of two Rooms, the uppermoſt 
of which was the Chamber in which this French- man lay,and which he had fired,and carried away the key 
with him, but the people percciving it ſo ſoon, broke open the Chamber, and had happily quencht the 
ſame before Mr. Nicaſius came back from carrying him beſore the Duke of Tork. 

The ſame Mr. Nicaſizs hid a fair brick houſe wherein he dwelt, being the furtheſt houſe on the right 
hand in P/ow yard in Fertrer-lane adjoyning to Thawes-Inn Garden, this houſe on the wedneſday was by 
11] Councel ordered to be blown up, and Powder brought to that purpoſe, which if it had been done, the 
fire had undoubtedly proceeded much further: But upon his repreſenting the unreaſonableneſs thereof 
to the King, and that if by playing with the engine on an houſe hard by that was on fire, they could fo 
d:mp the flames that they might not ſeize his kouſe, then the ſame being brick woulJ ſcreen and preſerve 
other paper Buildings betird it, his Majeſty was pleaſed to order that courſe ſhould be taken, and thereby 
that houſe and divers others were ſaved, Though in Mr. N:icaſizs occaſional abſence for a very ſhort time peo- 
plc got into his houſe with (trange pickaxes, and battle-axes, cc. W herewith they broke open his doors, 
and (beſides what they robbed him of, ) brake down all his windows, and threw 2 preſs Cupboard, Pictures 
and other co:nbuſtibles into the hire toencreaſe it, and endeavoured to break down the Turret on the rop 
of the houſe and did actually break ſome part of it, which could not be but on purpoſe to let in the fire and 
that it might the ſooner take hold on ſuch his houſe, which if it had done *ris mo.t probable all FZolborn had 
been deſtroyed, 

The Information of Thomas Middleton Chyrurgeon, of St. Brides, London. 

I The ſaid Thomas Middaletondo hereby certifie, - that upon the Sunday in the afternoon (the day whercin 

the dreadful fire brake outin Pudding lane which conſumed the City) hearir.g the general outcry, that 
the City was fired by Papiſts and French, | repaired to the top of a Church ſteeple near the T hbree Cranes 
in the YVintrey, where my ſclfand ſeveral others obſerved the motion of the Fre for two or three hours 
together, and weall took notice, that the Fire cid break forth out of ſeveral houſes, - when the houſes 
which were then burning were ata good diltance from them every way, and more particularly,l ſaw the 
fire break out from the ir.fide of Lawrence- Pountney Steeple, when there was no fire near it. Thele and ſuch 
like Obſervations bepat in mea Perſwaſion, that the Fire was maintained by deſign. Upon Manday | 
repaired again into the City, and found as the day before, that the F:re Cid break forth in freſh houſesat a 
greatdiltance one from another. Andas I was returning home, paſſing through Watling-iFreer by a To- 
tacco Merchants houſe, I ſaw the Vaſter of the houſe come down ttairs, driving a young fellow before 
him, ſaying to him, Tox Rogue, do you come to Rob me ? what aid you dv 1n my Garret ? or words tothat 
purpoſe, and puſhed him out of doors : All which I obſerved, and he ſcemed to be a Frenchman : He was 


a ſhort black fellow of about 22 years of Age : and as ſoon as tie w2s out of the houſe, le having a looſe 
12 coat 


(12) 

coat on, in a way of Privacy, Shuffles ſomething under his Coat, wherevpen 1 laid Hold of him, and ſaid, 
dirrab, what have you there ? the fellow replyed, What 15 that to you, the Maſter of the Houſe knows me ? 
Upen that I ask«d the Mr. of the Houſe.whutber he knew the {c low, he anſwered, be knew bimnor, Where: 
pon I ſearched the fellow,ard found a-horn of powder 2tout him,and as ſoon as the powder was diſcove- 
red,he ſell a rubbing his hands, they being all tlick with powder : He had alſo about him a book intituled, 
The Fewiſh Government, Icharged him that he was a Freechmon, beczuſe he ſpake broken Engliſh; but he 
cenyed it, and did much Varnt himſclf.. There coming a Conttable by with his ttafle, 1 Required him 
to carry him to Priſon, ard 1 wov!d : ſhit. tim ;-$o we conveyed him to O1/d Bridewel, and by the way, 
the People were ready to kill him, callng him Frercb-Raſkal. 1 prayed them to forbear, for Juſtice 
would give him his Reward. I told the fellow he would be hanged : he made ſlight of it, ſaying, 1f 1 die 
xy Soul ſtall be Saved, but yours ſva'l be Damned, Ard when he was putinto &r:dewel, I deſired that he 
might be ſect red and none ſuffered to ſpeak with him, til] he were Examined before a Mogiſtrate, becauſe 
the Tobacco-Merchants Houſe was preſently Eurned upgonit. But lo it happned,on the nextday that the 
fre came on and conſumed my Houſe and Goods, ſo that I was forced with my Fzmily to fly into the 
Country, and what became of the Fellow 1 know not, Old Bridewel being burntalſo; And underitard- 
irg that the Parliament hath ap pointed a.Committce to erquitre- aſter the *Ctors in,and Fomenters of that 
Terribic Fire, [ thought good to inform the Honourable Committee thereof, that thy may ſend for the 
Keeper ofthe: ſaid Bridewel, to know what became of the Fellow, tht ke might receive Juſtice accord- * 
ing to his demerit. Thus much I thought my ſeclt obliged to do, 5s in duty bourd to God ar.d my Country. 

All which Iam ready to affirm upon Oath, when I ſh.ll be thercunto called, 1 


<__—— 


A further True Rclation mace by the ſaid Thowas Aiddleron, concerning foine occurrences in 
the great Firc of London. 


TH upon Monday the 39. of Sept.1666,being next day after that areadful firebegan,the Duke of York 
being at Fleet-bridge in the afternoon, and the fire net being then come to Ludgate, aid declare that thoſe 
Houſes adjoyning upon the bridge ſhould be pulled down the next morning, amongit which was the ſaid Tho. 
Middletons, who thereupon endeavour'd that night to get Carts to Carry away his Goods, and had'got a Coun- 
iry Cart and ioadedit with Goods, but by that time the ſame was done, there was a ſtrong Guard ſet a Croſs 
the ſtreet, from Shoe-Lane to Salisbury- Court, which the ſaid T; M. percerving cauſed the Cart to be driven 
up to Shoc-lane, and then he with other Neighbours,( one of which was Mr. William Wheatly a Common 
Council-man)repaired to the Captain of the Gnard of Horſe under the aforeſaid Duke being then in Salisbu- 
ry-Court, whoſe name was Peters, whom the ſaid T. M. acquainted, That. awe-ling on F'eet-bridge, and there 
being order given by the Duk: that his Houſe «mongſt. others ſhould be palled dewn next morning, He 
therefore prayd that the man which had his load of goodsin his cart in order to remove them, might have li- 
berry to paſs and repaſs tkrough the Guard to feich the remaining part of his 200as, he having a large houſe 
and many loads in it, But the ſaid Captain peremptorily denyed ſuch his requeſt, dec/aring that no cart ſhould 
paſs,except there were an order ſhewed from the Duke,wbereas it was then about 12 a Click tnthe nibt, and 
the Duke at Whitehall, or ſome where elſe, not eaſily ro be met with, ſo that it was in poſſible to precnre ſuch an 
Qraer ſo ſuddenly; whereupon the faid T, M. earneſtly deſired that the cart might be admitted to paſs, and 
offered money for the ſame, and ſaid that foraſmich as the Capt. and his ſouldiers could not ſave his houſe, he 
boped that they would not be inſtrumental fur the deftroying of his goods, Adding that he thought be might 
bave ſore kindneſs ſhew'd him in ſuch a difficult hour, for as much as not long before be had voluntarily lent 
ws Majeſty Money, The man that owed the Cart ſtanding by al. the while ,when at laſt he ſaw it would not be 
granted, ſaid it was 4 very hard thing that when a man cannot ſave his Houſehe ſhould be hindred from ſav- 
sng bu Goods.To which CaptainPeters anſwered, why your Cart has carryed one Load,which the man acknow- 
leagrpg, theCaptainreplyed, Then you have done enough, your ſpokes may be knockt out and your Cart 
burnt:So with theſe unnataral and unchriſtian Replies Thomas Middlcton returns to his houſe where he was 
met long before ſome of thoſe deſiroyers were got on the top ef ir, throwing the Tiles and bricks down the ſtairs, 
ſo that the ſaid T.M. and his Family were forced to leave his houſe and moſt of his Goods to be conſumed. 
He likewiſe further ſaith, That within a little time after the flames were over, he the ſaid T.M. with his 
Son going pear theground where bis bouſe had lately ſtood, ſaw a Man that bad took up a AMuſquet that lay in 
tbe. Riznes not burnt, and a4 the ſaid T, M. was coming towards bim, he ſaw him take the Mnſquet, and break. 
it ,whtreuponthe ſaid T.M, ached him wherefore he did ſo, and the fellow replyed, and ſaidit was no matter 
of Thouſands of them were deſtroyed,or words to that purpoſe, upon which the ſaid T, M.aiked him what he was 
that would diftroy the Arms of the King ? ſuppoſing they were ſome of the Souldiers Arms,to which he replyed 
that he did belong to a Major or Coll. whoſe name the ſaidT.M doth nit now remember, but T.M. did tell th: 
laid Fellow that be was a Papiſt, which proved t1 ue, for the ſaid T, M. and others ſearching hu pockets, found 
therein a Maſ:-book Printed in Latine, with a particular Prayer for the Queen of Spain, &c. In the inte- 
rim comes aCaptain,to whons the ſaid T. M. made this Relation and delivered the man intohis Cuſtody, who 
fad be would carry him before the Committee that ſat in the Temple to examine ſuch matters, but of the man 
or matter,the ſaid T. M. never heard more, ſave only about a year afterwards the ſaid T. M's. S5n(who was 
at the taking of him as aforeſaid.) walking in the Strard at noon day the ſaid Fellow met him and without 
any provecation firuck bim withal his force upon the head with a great ſtickor club, and then ſuppoſing he had 
knotke him down, ran into Sommerſet Houſe and there ſheltred himſelf. Mr 
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Mr. Stewarts Information. 


N the time of the Fire, ncar Bridewell, there was a man ſadly bemoaning the great Loſs he was like 
to ſuſtain (the Fire being within five or fix houſes of him) whodid beſeech the people for Gods fake; 
they having no Goods oi their own in danger, 10 help him throw out Trunks, Cheſts, Beds, &c. our at 
a window,having procured two Carts or Waggens to carry them away. WhereuponlI ran into his Houle 
with ſcveral others, broke down his Windows, threw out his Goods; and loaded the Carts; and, there 
being ſome interval of time before the return of the Carts, and ſeeing a Room wherein were many 
Books and loofe Papers ( which ſeemed to be a Library ) I went in and took downa Book, which prov- 
ed to be Ovid Meramorphoſis, and while I was looking upon it; there came into the ſame Room an Ola 
Man of Low Stature, with a white Frock, who looked alſo on the Book as it was in my hand ; I took 
him in my mind to be ſome Groom come out of a Stable, and thought him to be preſumptuouſly fooliſh, 
ſuppoſing ſuch a mean like Old Man ignorant of that Language in which the book was written, ir 
being in Latin,bur Ifpoxe not to him: In the mean time, there brake forth a Fire amongſt the Papers 
which we;c behind us, there being none in the Room bur he and I. Whereupon the reſt of the le 
Conung in, cryed our, we had {et the Room on tire, and ruſhing in upon us, pur out the fire with their 
Feet : whereupon I rook hold of the Old Man by the Buttons under the throat, and ſaid, How now 
Father, u muſt euhcr be you or 1 muſt fire theſe Papers, There wasa {mall thing of a black matter,which 
looked like a piece of a Link burning, which queſtionleſs ſer fire on the Papers, but it was immediately 
trodour. A miiltirude of people thronged in; and when I ſaid, How now my Father, and took hold 
of him, he laid, £.3rce 2154 Dom:ine: The people which did not underſtand it; cryed our, He is a French- 
man, kill hm, and with pulling ot him, his Perriwig fell oft ; then appeared a Bald Skull, and under 
hisFrock he had Black Clothes, I think of Biſhops Sarttin, ——— feemed to bea grave Eccle- 
fiaſtick Perſon. I had mucha do to fave him trom the People, bur at laſt brought him before the 
Duke of 7-ck; we found in his Pocket a bundle of Papers cloſed up with Wax like a Pacquet, which 
was delivered tothe Duke of York. I know not what was written in them, neither do I know what 
Country-man he was; but methoughts he looked ſomething Jeſnit-hke; This I am certain off 
that when I went intothe Room there was ne fire in it, and it was fired when there was none bur he 
and I in ir, yer I cannot fay I ſaw him doit, though 1 cannot but ſuſpect he did it, and the rather, 
becaule there were ſeveral houſes untouched berwixt this houſe, and where the fire was coming on, 
whten the Papers in the Library where thus on fire as I have related. What became of this fellow 
after wehad delivered him to his Royal Highneſs the Duke of Youk, I have notheard. 


fobn Stewart, 


Or long after the Burning of London, Mr. Brook Bridges, a youhng Gentleman of the Temple, as 
N he was going to attend Divine Service in the Temple-Church, in a Pew there found this follow- 
ihg Paper, which immediately, cither by himſelf or a Relation of his, was delivered to Sir Wilan 
Morrice, one of his Majelties principal Secretaries of State; the Contents of the Paper are as follows: 


ATVWV, arning to Proteſtants. 


Who have been a Papi/t from my Infancy, till of kate ; and in Zeal for their- horrid Principles, had 
too great a ſhare in the Fireing of the City; Anedid intend to do further miſclnef to the Proteſtants 
( of which I am now, and ever ſhall be a Member ) do upon abhorency of that Villany, and Religion/ 
that hath moved me to it, declare to all Proteſtants the Approach of their ſudden Ruine, that it may 
be prevented, if it be not too late. ht | 
When I, together withother Papiſts, both French, triſbhand Englifk; fired the City x others were 1m- 
ployed to mallacre the Proteſtants, we thinking thereby to. deſtroy the Heads of your Religion; bur' 
the Maſſacre was diſappointed by the Fear of him whe was the chief Agent in this Villany. And the 
Fire not having done all its Work, they have often endeavoured to fire the :<maining part. They in- 
tend likewiſe to land the French upon you: To whoſe Aſſiſtance they all intend. ro come,” and for. 
that purpoſe are ſtored with Armes © And have & far deceived the King, that they have rhe Command 
of molt part, of the Army and the Sea-Ports: The French jhtend to Land at Dover, that Garifoni being 
riolt Papiſts, And the Papiſts in England have expreſs Command from Rome, to haſten their buſineſs 
before the next Parliament, and to diſpatch. Therefore as you love your Lives and Fortunes,” prevent 
vour Ruine, by removing all the Papi/ts in England, eſpecially Colonel: Legg from-the Tower, and the 
Lord Douglaſs, and all his Adherents and Souldiers from'Dover, and by difarming all. Pap:fs.. I have 
luch an abhorrancy, that 1 would willingly undergo any Puniſhment forit, and declare my lelf open- 
Iy, were I not aſſured that I could do you more good in concealing my Name tor the prefent. De- 
lay not from following theſe Directions as yoy love your Lives; And be not decerved by any Pre- 
tences whatſoever. | | 
E This 


Thus we ive, that then, even preſently after E dreadful Calamity, there wanted pot various 
proofs of its being contriv ed and carryed on by Popiſh Treachery : By what means theſe Informati- 
ons were ſmothered, *tis not, my buſineſs now; to 1gqure ;. *tis- certain, had they, been ſufhciently taken 
notice of, and encouraged; and ne proſecution made therenpon, it might have prevented many 
miſchiefs which ſince happened: Bur we have now a more full diſcovery of that villanous Intrigue 
from their own an np tor as t my {elf have more- than once heard them own and boaſt of rhe Ex- 
ploit,o-nothing can bg more plain than what Dr. Oar: hath made out in his Depoſitions Sworn be- 
tore chat avorthy- and ie Matty'd Gentleman, Sir Earmondbrury Godfrey, on the 6th of Seprembey laſt, 
Paragraph 24, To thip'ettect: 

"That ia ful 1678, Richard Str eng, the then lat Provincial of the Jeftirs, did rell him, That rtcir 
ociety of Jeluts did f#t-1.4 thouſand pounds in that” Fire 18 66, and thar he the faid Strang, with 
three other Jeſuies and'a Domnican F ryar, all there named; deſigned, and were chi Inſtruments | In 
efcits.s the fame; Thirthcy ineended to have Burnt'it fooner, v:z. in Feb. 1664, bur had nor then 
por peilons and things ready for Execution: Thar they comments mer ar the 9 Panos, at Pr:adle- 
Hock, ard pretending chendelves Fiſth-Monarehy-men, taft drew in one Green a poor 1a ), by for- 
niſhing hin with 26/1. to joyn in the Plot of Firms the City, und killing the King, who oor aftct 
broughr i in 8 more of the iatre Garg ; but at faſt forme notice was Caen of their Defis 9n, and away 
the-Jefuirs are gone; leaving; the: poor filly ſeduced new Brethren of the Fifrb- Aforar ch; ro ſhifter for 
they Rognery, 'aiid accordingly B of then were Executed in Afay 66, bur never ſpoke a word of 
the (aid Fachors, nor indeed eould>chev, for they knew not their true Numes, nor ever ſufpedted 
them to be ſclufts. or Papiſts, whereupon rhe {aid Srrang further ſaid, Thar he himſelf and the others 
rcrurned again'in une following, and fell again to pro! bcute their Delign, which had been carried 
on in the mean time by others of heir Society. In ſhort, he ſaid they got Fo or 60 Triſh, and di- 
vers French, who were very taithfil to pry the work, and got one Everard, who was chief Keeper of 
— their Fire-works, aplacc in the Kings Service, relating to the publick Ammunition, the better to 
eolour it ; That hifmſelf by che Name of Walker, andthe ſa1d Fryer, took a Lodging i in Ag. 66. in 
Farchurch-ftrect, that they might be at hand, it/having before been reſolved where they ſhonld be- 
Fin; That all. things beihg thus prepared, one Neal of V [hite-Chappel, whoſe charge it was to ſee 
me Fire earricd ov thraugh Thames-ffreer to the Tower, called: him up about 12 a Clock, and before 
heocould make him'ready, the Fire was began That th#fe was Fourſcore or upwards imployed 
therein as Servarits by the $0ciery, and that they ſpetrt woo Fi Fire-balls, and had others, both Men and 
Women; attending to Plunder, what they could, having” a Wagehouſe' i in YYla-ftreet, and another 
at Spmerſet- houſes 1. receive what they fo got; wich amnotnted ro the value of 14000 pounds, as 
Morefaid, Oe: © -4 

As for the Fith-Atvnatbyinlew that were kieciired, inthicioned by the ſaid Strang to'Mr. Oars in 
this Diſcourſe, *Tis yery obſervable what Account the Gazerr gave of their Tryal. 


Tis 1 10 the Gazett publiſhed on Iunagy April the 20th 1666. The words are theſe. 


"fe the Seſſions in vhe, Old-Baily, John Rathbone, ar old Army-Colonel, William Saunders, Henry 
Tacker, Thamas Flint, Thomas | Evans, John'Miles, William Weſcot, and John Cole, ( formerly Of- 
ficers. or Soldiers wn the late Rebellion, were Indifhed far C enſpiring the Death of his Majeſty, and the over- 
throiy of the Government, having laid their Plot and Contrivance for the Surprizal of the Tower, age 
Killing his Grace the Lord General, Sir John Rebinſon Liemenant of his Majeſtics Tower of London, and 
Sir Richard Brown, «nd then to: have declared for un equal diviſion of Lands, &c. The better to effeCt 
this Heliiſh deſign, THE CITY WAS TO HAVE BEEN FIRED, and the Portcallice, to havc 
taen let down ts keep ont all iſp nee, The Harfe-Gnard to —_ been ſurprized in the Inns' where'th 
mers qaartcred, bode Off krs' having been gaind-for that purpoſe , the Tower was accordingly viticd 
anal its ſarprife ordered by Boats ower Fr Moat, \and'ffom' thines to ſcale the VVall; one Alexander who 
Af wap Yo! Tg bad\ likewiſe) diftribared ng of Money te rbife Confp iratort,' and for the carrying on the 
Deſign more effetiuall,, ec were told of a great Council of the GREAT ONES that fate frequently 
71 London; from whom i wet #t{ Orders, which Corhdit. ydcoived-their Dire#tions from another tn Hol- 
hand, reg u9%h the'Starts;, and that the Fir of, SEPTEMBER was pitcht on for the ar- 
rempt, 4s b chire- four by Lillics Almanack, 4 a"8 chrnd trated for that purpoſe, ro be 4 Lack y day, a 
Planet > which Prognofticated the "dewnfal of I Cndrt by.” ' The brane againſt thefe Perfons 
ya Cen full' awd elt dr; and they atcordingl found Owilry of: Nvb—Treaſon. 

7:Thas thav Gazerr viShan, [From - whence Js may obſerve, 

x. How exattlythe Accolint given by Father —_ 46 Mr: Oars agrees herewith, as to the Noth- 
ber of' Perſona, Time, Deſorw, 8&6. (01. 211GX" © / 

- 2. How indoſtricus theſe PopiſhTonſpiraeers we} "arid low dexterons in turning theinſeſits 1 Into: 
#1 ſhapes, and complying: with- all twrrmours th) terre or chieir defignes, as Here pretending to em- 
Inace and promote Fifth- Piiar eby- Prige1þl6r; 'Levelling,-®o. which ſhould methinks caution all 
Proteſtant Diflenters frony the FNabliſht Chittch-Governmient, 'yet ro-abhor all Conffiracies> arr 

never to be drawtinto aff PIE gr'Sedifious: Pranks on any pretenſions wharſoever, oh whlR by 
dire micans'they fondly hope-rd advance ſome little Nottns find Whieafies of their own, they ſhall 
bur do the Teſuits Drudgcry, and really be found diligent Inſtruments to advance thar Searter &þ Fhore 
whom they lo loudly declaim againſt and abominate, , The 
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and adyiſcd.him- to put off his Houſe and Goods, which Harron in the time of this Cite pe. 


(15) 


- 634 Thd Jekiits helen Acked wah ther Devalidk Policy, which is { much the Steady of they Society 3 
1tor. havmg-fuch an Romd Flo, on Foot, they thought fit to nd out ſome ether Pattys wp  WROM 
- they naght- lay the SCandalof #, but it lecms could meet wh none to ready to be Bobbi: | 


A 

Fifth Monarchy -mens Far, taid- the 1ubtle Fathers, if we can pertfwade them whe Baſinels, _—_ 
ing the City, and Killing, the King, Then nor only our work will be deze 86; out hands, but we ſtall 
have an excellent occaſion to fall not only on thaſe people, but whaever elite we iball pleaſe to call 
Fanaticks, as their Accomplices ; and all the World ſhall acknowledge, that we do but Juſtice n 
cutting them off, when they ſhall be mace guilty'at fuck Licalon and Villany, . 'Qa the other-ſide, of 


they atccmpt and fail mit, Lec the Rogues Hang, We and our, Church are tree; beth frpity thEDag- 


ger and the Odium of it; Nay more, we ſhall gain this advantage, That when we ell-de i ia aam- 
ett, *rwill certainly be laid at. their Doors, becaule of their toumer Attempt, aud\to load them. the 
hcavicr, they had ſer down the Names of all the moſt eminent Diſlenters, and ſich as had ſer2*dun- 
der rhe Parliament, as Concern'd ia this Plot, andieft it with thets people, That as a Liſt of tte Con- 


Apirators, ir might be take with them, and conſequently all. thole perſons tecured in Cuitarty at 2 


time when they defign'd the French, with whom we were then at War, ſhould. invade the Kingdom); 
and lam crcdibly intorm'd, they had all been takeny had not his Grace, the late Duke of «Kteranr /c 
laterpoled. | JLISLS 

4. As thcy had to do with ignorant Enthuſtaſtical people, ſo they managed them atcordingly ; 
Telling f11CTT1 a SLOTY of an Equal Drwiſion of Lands, 4 Counccl of Great Ones that muſt be nant. 
Icts, and another yer greater that ſate with the States; Bur eſpecially they targat not to namerhe 
T..ird of Scprember to them, being, the day or next fave one, themſelves had fo long; pitcht upata. for 
the Burning 0” London ; and for this purpoſe, the Oracle, Zi/hes Almanack, muſt be conſulted, bur 
mrced, it was the Aſtrology of St. Omers that relolved the Queſtion ; - for they, did this meetly, -char if 
they. ſhon!d- be diſcovered, that circumſtance ſhould likewile be divulged: as part of this; \Fifthb- 
Afousrchy-i lot, and conſequently being remembred by people when they ſhould {ee; the Gity on Fire; 
They might thence take vccxfion to fall upon the Fanaricks as the Incendiarics; and *tis morze than 
probale, that not finding theſe Halt-witted Fellows very fit to ſerve their Purpoſes aCtively,'They 
reſolved to make them do it paſſively, and might themfelves cauſe them.ro be berray'd,zit. bring 
nothing intrequent with the Jeſuits to 1nurate their Father the Devil, in tempting people firitt to Yil- 
lany, and then to be the firit that ſhall accuſe them. <4 
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An Account af ſont ther Fires fince that Grand" 
+  Conflagration 2.66. _... wy 


23 p . 
\ pu 


[ 


- 
= 


'F Ext after deſtroying, the, City of London, the Popiſh Deſign hath all along been to Ruin and 
N lay waſt its Suburbs z This ſevezal of the Fathets, 48 Gifford, SE th Nom declared to 
| me, and the ſame is, evident by matter of Fat; For kfiowing Leann abayr oe 6, 
to be aplace of eminent” Trade, and generally a ſober induſtrious people, How oft have they made 


Artempts thereon, till at laſt they laid the-beſt part thereof in Aſhes. As firſt, | 
"the George- Inn the 25 of July, about. 8 a Clock in the Morning, 


\ Conccraing, the manner of this, ?ohn Whitler Head-ONicy at the aid Inh, did arteft, Thdt the fathe 
morning he was removing ſome Baggs of Hopps whict lay iti 1 ſhed near to boar i. which 
was ſome Tow and other Combuſtibles ordjparily uſed to Ruth Chilrs with, andthed he did tot per- 
ceive or, {mell any Smoak, or Fire, nor had any Candle of Fite beth in the fald Flax-Shbp fbr' may 
Months before, to his or any of the Families knowledge ; Bat-ay he was removing the ſil Ptcks,thicre 
came in 4 perſons, like Gentlemen, to take Coach for Dave#, Or that way, which: Coach was fatid- 
ing by the faid Shed, and they by it acinking, mnnediarely after which, the fait Oftler was calted 
znto the Street, and lef; all in ſafery, but in ſhort time ret\irnihg,, mer the Tatd Colelr driving otir with 
all ſpeed, Red fonnd the (aid Flay Stiop on Fire. EIS Spare 2 
Anthony Blake the Head-Tapſter atteſfeth'that he waited oh-thoſe Gentlettien, hlfing ref drinde; 
and being, ſent tor-6 Canns, at his return the, Coach was driving away, and the Tow It the plare a- 
foreſaid. all an a Flame z, Mc>#*y1and the Maſter of the Houſe, and his whole Family ſbleny Nat: 
teſting, they, kgow not how, it came to kihdle there, but venly: believe "it thalk core throtgh Ore 
xeachery: i a2 agg, prone Arn, | & 
: m7 is: the. more probable, becauſe one. Harriſon, forfie tft thne betbre; had told Mr. AtRing o 
the Grey-bound-Im uw, Holbourn, that there would within! three weeks or -a"Month, be'grear and 
dreadtub Fires about Londgn and Southwark, and particittarty mentioned the Talbot and & ris 


{ufpiciauſly larking abour the Telber-Inn,, (which ſifferead tmticy by this Fire), aid being, ſhy *by 
the {aid Mrs. Athens, Davghtcrofthe Gentlewoman ti kept the Talbot, ard corfimg, thith ;t0 Fel 


yy, 
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« them, he was ſtized;, and carried to a Pee}! that ſtood in Arms near the faid Inn, and a 
"Charge given them by my Lord Craven and Sir Fohn Smith, then ons of the Sheritfs of London, to keep 
hm ſafe; after the Fire was put out, enquiry being made- for him, the Captain told them he was 
Uiſcharged by the Lord Craven. However, on the 2% of 7uly, being informed he raught School in 
Thredneodle-ftireer, he 'was retaken, and examined betore the Lord Mayor and Courr of Aldermen, 
where the following Articles were prov'd againſt him npon Oath. 


I s i Hat he bad had frequent Correſpondency with feſuites and Papiſts. 
2. 't That he had ſpoken to ſeveral of his Acquaintance to go with him to Popifp Meetings, declaring 
that be knew of many. | 


'3. Thiat-he had'been perſmaded to turn Mendicant Fryar, and hath been offered a ſtipend to turn to ahe 
Romiſh Religion. | 

4. That rf knew there wanld be divers preat and dreadful Fires in and about London within a month. 

F. That he adviſed Friends to rid their hands of all their Concerns in and about London, for there would 
be a great conſumption of houſes there. 

6. That when he was in Cuſtody of the Foot Company aforeſaid, Mr. Atkins aforeſaid offering to ſwear 
the former Article; he threatned hims if he did, it ſhould Coſt himthe beſt houſe he had, 

7. That he ſaid there were forty Thouſand French Papilts /ately come over, ro his knowledge, beſides many 
that were amongſt us already. 

8. The Lord Mayor askmg him, Who perſwaded hire to tury Catholick? He anfwered, The King's 


Under-Barber, Phillips. 


"After which he told the Court, That when he was firſt apprehended for theſe things, my Lord Cra- 
ven diſcharged him, and took him with him in his Barge ro Wh:reha!. He further told the Court, that 
he was ſometime an Aſſiſtant to Mr. Lovejoy School-Maſter at Canterbary, and that he had Letters 
Teſtimonial of his goood behaviour from the Dean'of' Canterbary: Upon which my Lord Mayor re- 
membred that he had feen him with Mr. Lovejoy, and faid, that Mr. Lovejoy told him, That he was 
an Tdle Rogue. And fo he was committed ro Newgate. 

-. On'Sarxrday the 3oth of July, it was further deſpoſed upon Oath by Thomas Roe, before Sir Jobs 


Frearick, as follo 
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The Information of Thomas Roe of Bernards Inn Gent, taken the 3eth of July 1640 
by Sir John Fredrick, Alderman, one of His Majeſties Juſtices of Peace in the C4- 
ty of London, upon Oath, as followeth, 


\ Homas Roe faith, that he hathfor at leaſt twelve or thirteen years laſt paſt been acquainted with 
" one Foſeph Harriſon, wha wasexamined lately at the Guild-Hall Zongon, before the Honourable 
the Lord ayor and Copirt of Aldermen, tipon ſuſpition ofhis being a Conſpirator in the Fireing the 
Ciry and Suburbs in ſeveral parts-rhereof. | 


_— 


e 


Thomas Roe, and 7oſeph Harriſon, taving been School-fellows at Eaton Co!ledge, and bring thereby 
acquainted ; foſeph Harr;ſon hath ſeveral times lately. been with him, and adviſed him to with-draw 
his Concerns, ny remove above twenty miles out-of the [City ; for rhat the City, and twenty miles 
round. - would be ſuddenly deſtroyed and laid waſte (or to that purpoſe :) Whereupon Thomas Roe . 
asket Lu whether he were privy to any ſach confpiracy, or concern'd in its Agitation? preffing 
him with divers Arguments to diſcover what he was Smvinted with of that kind. Harriſon re- 

lyed,. That he had, no perſonal and poſitive knowledge Eee. Thomas Roe demanded upon what 
grown then he did thus adviſe him? 7oſ.Aarriſon replyed, That he was ſometimes converſant among 
ome Pap:ſts, and percayed a Plot or Deſign was carrying on by them againſt the Ciry of London 
. and U Proteſtant Religion ; which Plot or deſign (faid he) the Papiſts call, The Game of Trap, or, do 
2 once Bnd Trap ad Crucem? which is the watch-word amongſt them. Further, 7of. Harriſon ſaid, 

| Thathe was informed of thoſe things by ſome German Proteſtants, and that he had offers of fifty pounds 
annum, made him by ſome Feſaures and Papiſts, ro turn. to their Religion; burhe had refuſed ir, and 
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would i embrace the Romiſh Religion, 


: 4 i 


_ Thomas Roe further ſaich, That about five weeks ſinge, he walked through New-Chtapfide; and 
0! enc neo Mark ſews with Zoſeph Harriſon, in company with Mr. Moſeley (a Gentleman be- 

onging to Bernards Inn likewiſe ) and one of his acquainrance, together with another man, a ftranger 
10 Thymas Roe.. Upon their firſt alſociating, Harriſon ſaid unto him, That he would not diſcover him- 
ke © bean Engliſhenes, 'bur pretended himſelf to be a German or Htalian, (whether of the two he 
2th not well temember ) and that i thight not dere himſelf, ſpake in the company, as ocgaſjon 
after'd, in_Zerine., But leaving the place 'whge they rarricd in Mark-lave,. going towards Biſhopſg are- 
Preet, Ns. Harriſon told Mr. Roe ſecretly, That he believed that Mr. Moſely underſtood the Game of 
Trapp oy fone ligns be had obſerved from him, and that he would try him. Then going altogether 
mi: a-houſe, abour the'end bf Thredneed/e-ſtreer, Mr. Harriſon (having by this time diſcovered _ 
x ic 


f 


__—— 


'telf to be an Exgl/bmas )-ſard Trepp, and mage & Croſs. over his face with his fng 
himfeli ro Mr. Alvſeles 1 WRereypon Mr, Moſeley did alfa lay Trapp, czolling his forehead vr L4G 


(47) 


er; directing 


ewo or three times, and with a quick mgtion. Arew his finger over. his own Throat. 1 
which, Mr-Koe ask&d Mr. 04eſcley. what was the meaning of Trapp ? . byt be refuled to tell, _ My. 
Ree urging hjm again, He replied, He would nar, ſaying, You are not of.am Religion. Then 
Mr. Aeſeley asked My. Harriſon what his Name was? (for be knew.him not by Name) He anfiver- 
ed, J{4rriſon. Mr. Moſeley rep'xcd, | never faw your Name. Mr. Harriſon made autiver, Is jt 
Don Olaxſo del Harriſowo; Wo, laigh Mr. Aoſeley, I have ſeen your Name; 

Aiter this, Mr, AMeſcley and the gther ftranger being parted, and Mr.. Roe and Mr. Harriſon 

being alone, laid Z{erri/on, 1 rold you Mr. Meſeley did underitand Trapp; you may ſee there 
's a Liit of the Trepp-Gameſters. Now, whether Mr. Aoſeleys imitation of Mr. Harriſon was 
tzigned gr ical, Mr. Age could not diltinguiſh ; but 25 they two were paſling through Cheapſide 
homewards, Mr. #arriſen looking upon the New-BEpildings, faid, To what purpoſe do they Build 
this poar City ? ir will again bc deſtroyed; at the fame time ke pointed at two ſeveral perſons, 
taving, That is a Trapp-Gameſter, and there goes another Traop-Gameſter. 
Mr. Kc further informs, Thar fince the laſt Term, Mr. Harriſou told him, he would write 
ail the Rogueries of the Trapp-Game and Gameſiers in a Plazz and thar he would undertake 
to ſhew him Twenty fix Papitts Meetings in and avout the City and Suburbs of Lexdon ; but 
(laid he) tome of them are very private, ang 1t you be dilcovercd not ro he a Papiſt, You will 
(peradventurc) be poviqned or jtab'g. 

Mr. Kos doth further ſay, That when the faid Harriſos adviſed him: to Remare with all his 
Concerns above Tweary Milcs tram Lanaon, the faid Ree asked him if Windſor were not far enough, 
it being bath their Native place, and about that dittance? The fajd Harriſon anſwered, Not ; 
zeflecting upon the Caltle. And fluther, Harriſon told Mr, Roe, That the Jeſuits by a Com- 
poſtion of Ingredients, make fiick a Marger, the Fume of which would corrupt any mans In- 
tellects ; and that he the ſaid Harriſor could do it, 

This H-rriſoz ( who *tis probable was ſome Prieſt, .or at leaſt Proſelyte) as you have 
heard, vey committed to Newgate, but we cannot learn there was- any legal Proſecution a+ 
7ainſt him. 

; The damage of this Fire at the Geerge-/nne was conſiderable, for it Burnt three parts of the 
ſaid.loge and 140 Loads of Hay ; and at the Whize-Hare there was Burat and blown up one 
Stable, one dwelling-houle, and 4 ar 5 Lodging Chambers. Ar the Three-Cranes near adjoyn- 
ng t9 the ſaid George-/m on the {Vpriiefiar, three dwelling houſes and a Still-houſe z and ar the 
Telber. three dwelling houſes , a. Waſh-houle, and ( which is: moſt lJameptable ) two perſons 


% 


kills outright, and fix or yen Wounded, 
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A Brief Account of a Fire Providentially prevented in 
Goat -Yard near Sr. Margarets-Hill 
31:36] 1. youthwark. | Ay. 


Nother attempt was on Th#rſdqy Aug. 11, 1676. about, 10 of the Clock at Night, a Woman 

ſiting at her door in Geat-yard aforeſaid, heard a great Hiſſing noiſe, and turning to ſee 
what might be the cauſe thereof, ſhe ſaw a light upan a Shed or Hovel in a en po 
we 1s Te gp the faid Goat-yard, on which Shed or Havel were old Wheels, and fuch cagh- 
bnftible ſtnff, whereupon ſhe cried (our Fire; which eanſed [everal Neighbours to come foggh, 
who with ſpeedy_ application of Water, quenched the ſaid Fire; which done, they diligently ſearch- 
ed the place, where zmongit the 014 Wheels, they found a Canvas Bagg, in-which 'was ſome 
Sniptyrous matter, compounded with other Ingredients, and about half a Yard of Match tied eo 
it, one end of which ſaid Match had beenfired, and on ſtri&t obſervation, ſeveral Spoaks had the 
marksof Fire, and ſeefit of Gunpowder and Sulphur remaining upen them. - This villainous Defign 
was mifchievonſfy placed for the' accompliſhing of ſome great Deſolation ; 'for,-near adjoyning eo 
oy faid Shed was a Loft fill of Hay, the'Boards of it old and dry, and belnnd the {aid Stied was 
alſo a' great quantity of Billets, and adjoyning to that Hay-lofe was a Timber-yard, wherein was 
about ap hundred Load-of Boards and Timber. A Juftice of Peace inhabiting near che aid place, 
ha@ the Match and combujtible Matter aforeſaid delivered to him, and there are {ufficiene wit- 


heſſes yer living, of the whole matter, as hercin is relared, - | 
Cs F Seyeral 
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Several other Attempts were tnade on'Soyrhwark, but without any. conſiderable Effet, whtl! 
the 26th of May, 1676, and then they farally accomphſhr rheir. Deſign, ſetting Fire to the houte 
ofone Mr. Y Ye an Oy-man, ſcituate near St. Aaryarers-Hill, between the George and Talbot- 


Inzs, (it ſeems that was rhe place ordered by the Superiours) which broke out abonr fonr of the 


Clock m the Morning, and was carried on with that Art and Violence, that it conſymed FOUL 
dwcllmg houſes or upwards, many ſtately Inns, the Meal-market, the Friſon of the Compter, &c. 
The whole Loft, as ro what was a:lually deitroyed, was modeſtly computed to be berweet: 
Eighty and one hundred thonſand pounds,” befides damage to the Inhabitants by loſs and inter- 
ruption of their Trade: St. Thomas's Hoſpital was happily preſerved, chiefly by means of a new 
invented Engine for *conveying of water, but he that made it, hath fince beeen threatned ro have 
his houſe Bnrnt for his pains, which has likewiſe been artempred, as hcrein after is rclated : 
The mayner of contrivmg this Fire hath been confetied by 7orn Groves (lately Executed ) who 


was chiefly concerr'd therein, and did on the 1074 off Ar: ff 1676, in Wild-houſe Garden declare, 


That having prepared their Fire-works, he, with) three irifhmen, procured by Dottor Yogarthv, to be 
bis Ajj:jtants, went over ard did the buſmeſs; the ſaid Groves bragg'd that he him;elf aid ſet {re 


2 the ſzid Shop; and by rhe manner of the thing, *twas pl:n, That it muit be done by Tica- 


chery ; For molt of the Family being'our of Town, there had been no Fire in the Hout® for 3 of 
4davs before; nor did the Watch that jtood hard by all Night, perceive any danger, but the tir} 
that perceived it were ſome Letter-Cartie:s, who, going early to the Poir- Office, as they Palled 
by, ſaw a great Light at the Cellar Window which opened to the Street, and thereupon look- 
ing down, they ſaw a Fire m the Cellar, but not fo grear, bur it they could preſently have go! 
in, they donbred not bur three or four pail-fulls of water might have quench'd it ; but whilir 
they ſtood calling ro wake rhe people who were faſt afleep, and endeavour'd in vain to OPEln 
the ftreer door; The fire got through the Shop-Floor, where meeting with great ttore of Ovle, 
it inſtantly ſet the Shop and Stairs on: a Flame, and the people had mnch ado to ger out at a 
Window into the Talbot Inn to fave their Lives. The faid Grove further declared, that for this 
Service, the Sociery (Richard Strange then Provincial) gave them a Thouſand pounds, v:z, Four 
Hundred ponnds to him the ſaid Groves, 'and Two Hundred pounds apiece ro the three 7r/1- 
men; and yet (beſides carrying on their Defigne oi weakning and impoveriſhing Proteſtants) 


Tot conſiderably by rhe Bargain ; for Groves ath: m'd they gor art leaſt Two Thouſand pounds by 


that Fire, for whitit the Fire raged, they had their Inſtruments to Plunder houſes, and Steal 
what goods they could, and convey them to their Ware-houſes at YYild-ſtreet and Sommer (er- 
houſe. And ronching - this 'their- gaining Two Thouſand Pounds by Soxthwark-Fire, the ſaid 
Richard Strange the*Provincial;* hath likewiſe acknowledged ir to be rrue; yer it ſhould ſeem 
they were not content with all this Deſolation, bur endeavoured nill to carry it.on further 3 
for after the Fire was believ'd to be ftopt and Maſtered, about 10 a Clock at Night, on a ſid- 
dcn,. a Houſe appeared on Fire near_ St, Mary Overies Church, but on the other fide thereof 
P:rtheſt from the General -Fire, ſo thar it muſt needs be wilfully ſer on Fire, but by blowing up 
of one houſe in time, and good Help, it was prevented from ſpreading further. 
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Of the Fires at Wapping, Lime-houle, 
at £7 4 and Shadwell. | 


; 4 vi #0 | 
WW Hele were Places that the Conſpimtors have divers Years reſolved {ſhould be Deſtroyed 
: by Fire; andoin/ purſiance-rhereof, not a few. Attempts have been made to that pur- 
7 poſe. As; T>N13 , rims; yy 16. | P « 6 | | 
-Firſt,'on the[29t4 of. Fune-1673» there was a Fire promoted over againſt Yapping-Dock m a 
Bakers-houſe/amongf his B4v4ns:,; Now that this was.wilfully and with Deſign fer on Fire, be- 
fides what 1 aad:athers know, of ſuch, their ,Reſolucions, to deſtroy that place, the circumſtances 
attending it, Mayzeafily conyinge a conſiderate Impartial man ; for about -a Month before, there 
was found in the idheap of Bavins: anew Cordevent Gfope, full of Gunpowder and other ingre- 
dicuts,.:by a Boy: that/happenedto be art Play there, and that very Night it began; theye, were 
feen ſeveral Gentlemen with -Swords--by their ſides, . that had. that day been drinking, at the 
Fortune Tavern near-the place,--with forme of the Bakers Family, and were ſcen,. in the Evening 
the Fire happened, :to- walk: roynd, a place called the New-arket, which was on the Backfide 
of the Bakers Houſe, and to go in and out towards the Bakers ſaid Houſc ,backwards, __ 
5197; 10NF 
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hour or two bcforc it.happened, which began on Saiardny Night between the hours of Eteves 
and Twelve, and contmued molt ticrcely Burning till 8 cr 9 in the Morning, which made a great 
Devaſtation, being no doubt carried on and endeavoured to be Augmented by the Ailtftance' ef 
thoſe wicked Inſtruments who firit occationcd 1t. 


The great Fire at St. Katherines was delizned for the Burning of the Ships 1 the River, though 


in that rcfj.ect, by the ſpecial Providence of God, and timely Help, there was no mighty milchict 
GONe, but on Shore a great number of houſes were deſtroyed. 


S»&awe* Fire began at Shadwel-Dock in a Brew-houſe, m which there had not been any Fire 
jo: « configerablc time, nor can account be given how it ſhould happea by accident, and there- 
Ve nav probabiy Atlign it to the tame miſchievous hands. 


Bat all theſe imiſctvcts did not fatisftie:the Romifh undertaters, but they reſolv'd on a more 
C211, Dcovaiaticn; For no longer ago rhan the 3orh of Anat la!t, the before named Blrndz! 
ue $enwpicks Chamber, produced a Schome or Mapp, deicribing the manner of Firing wholly both 
VF appinr, Weſt cunſter, Toohes-ſtreet, Barunvy-Stree!t, Fe, For F Veſtminſter, the Jelitits and their 
Agcrts were to begin at the next avor to the Palſaraves-head Tavern without Temple- Barr (bc- 
ing my appointed Poſt as atoretaid) and Carry on the Fire to the Savoy, and then the Bened:ttines 
12 mannage it on both 1ides the way to Charing-Creſs, and ſo to VVhite-Hal: This was atteſted 
on Oath betore Sir Edmmavrry Godfrey in September Jait, wherein 'tis obſervable, though then, 
and tor long after, he was not ar all acquainted with me, yer he mentions the very houſe where 
I was lodzed, and had prepared materials as aforeſaid, to be the place for the Commencement 
of the Fire ; fo that 'tis plain it was not the deſign of any particular men, but a thing generally 
known amongit them, and ro be Profeciired not only by the 7eſwites, but Beneditines, and o- 
thers had an hand init: He rhere hitewile ts forth how this ſiould have been done in the time 
Of the great Froft 1676, bur pur ott, becauſe they were not then aſlured of the French Kings Aid, 
which now they have obtained [ By rhe Neg or:ations of Coleman and others.) How VVapping and 
the Ships were to be Burnt by a Fire to be begun near Limehouſe, and how himſelf was ordered 
to ply at the Hermitage, with ſeven more as his Afiſtants, to help carry it on; for which ſer- 
vice he was to have a great Reward, and beſides a Prieſt was every day to come and fay Maſs 
i his Chamber for the good ſucceſs of the deſign, [fo much a work of Religion do they think it 
to be, and that Heaven would Intereſt it ſelf to promote their Helliſh P7Yanies.} Furthermore, 
that but a very few days before his open Diſcovery, when they began to grow jealous of him, 


and thereupon had refolv'd to fend hum beyond the Seas, Blwnde! was ordered to ſupply his place 
m mannaging the ſaid Fire at F'Y apping. 


- And though the Plot were in the mean time partly diſcovered, yet ſach was their confidence, 
that they endeavourcd nevertheleſs to go on with this Deſign ; For on Wedneſday the 18th of Sepr. 
1678, a Fire was promoted near Lime-hoyſe, in purſuance of ſuch their former Order and Reſoluri- 
on, which began there abour five of the Clock in the Morning in a Boat-Builders-yard in a parcel 
of Reeds, wluch afterwards being increaſed by certain dryed and feafoned Timber caught hold 
of a Sea- Captains houſe with that violence, that the lower part thereof was poſleſt by the dread- 
ful Flamcs before any of the Family perceived it, or at leaſt conld get our; at laſt Ladders were 
brought, and two or three of the Servants made fhiit to get our at the uppermoſt Windows, bur 
ſt as they came to fave the Miſtreſs of the Houſe and a Servant-Maid which attended her in 
her Room, the floor of the Chamber in which they were ſink down, and fo they both, withour 
any poſſibility of help, periſhed. - As alſo an adventurous Seaman, who prefuming too far to ſave 
ſome Goods afterwards in another houſe, was interrypred in- his return by one of the Rafters, 
which falling on his Head, knockt out his Brains. This Fire was carried on very vigorouſly, in- 
ſamuch that in three or four hours time, it burnt down and wholly deſtroyed between 40 and 50 
Houſes, and had undoubtedly done much more miſchief, had not the indefatigable pains and 
hazards of a great number of Seamen, or rather, the accidental Abſence of ſome of thoſe Agents 
ordered to promote it as aforeſaid, prevented its further Progreſs. © 


But often. befcre this, there were ſeveral dther Fires, or at leaſt Attempts of that kind, 


tor deſtroying the Suburbs, as appears by the following Depoſittons, which deſerve 
our Notice. W 
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The [i ubſtance of the Examination of Robert Redway Vifualley, at the Red -Lyon 
:x Fetter-Lane, taken the 6th of Auguſt, 16950, by Sir Thomas 
Bludworth Kmybt, as follows : 


He Examinate ſaith, That on Weaneſday the third of Auguſt 1670, about Ten of the Clack ar 
Night, his Houſe was fired up three Stories high, by a perſon or perſons (as he-verily believes) 
who were ſtrangers, and near about the ſame'time 1n his faid Houſe ; but nor preſently niſtruſt- 
ed by him, he keeping a Victualling-houſe (where it is not uſual to rake ſuch ſpecial cognizarice 
of Gueſts.) The fire was diſcovered by one of his Maid-ſervants, wha had occaſion to carry a Child 
to Bea, which Bed ſhe found on Fire, and the Chamber fo full of ſmoak, as put her into a ſud- 
den fright ; but it being but newly kindled, through the induſtry of the Family, with rhe 
afſiſtance of Neighbours, it was ſoon extinguiſhed ; Bur this Examunate was fo Alarm'd by the un- 
expected ſuddenneſs hereof, and the many feartul eccurrences of this kind of lare, that hc could 
take no rcit in his houſe, till he had cauſed narrow {earch and inſpection to be made in every 
Corner thereof; cleanſing it from all ſich matter as might eaſily be ficed, locking or bolting the 
doois of every Room where any Bed was, or that was got comman for entertainment. 

Yet notwithſtanding all this care and vigilance was uſed, he faith, thar the very next day, viz. 
Thurſday the fourth of :Adxguſt 1670, his houſe was again fired two Stories high, about twelve of the 
Clock at Noon, which was diſcovered by one of his Men-ſervants, who, as he was going up one 
pair of Stairs to attend ſome Gueits, heard a very great noiſe, cracking and bounang like Squibs, 
but much louder, which cauſed him to run down Rairs, crying out, Afaſter, Maſter, the houſe ts on 
Fire, whereupon ſearch was made, and the fire found out two pair of Stairs in an incloſed Ped, 
(commonly called a Preſs-Bed) which was broke out into a perfect Flame, the Rails thereof, with 
the Deal-boards that incloſed it all round, being on fire, and almoſt conſumed, rogether with the 
Bed-cloaths, all ſave the upper Rug, This Bed this Examinate ſaith, muſt of neceſſity be ſet on fire 
; og Fire-ball, or ſuch like , conveyed into the Bed, (or caſt on ſome combuſtible marter 
about it) at ahole abour. an Inch and half wide, which was made in a Deal-board, inſtead of a 
Kage to receive the ſhutter or bolt of the Lock. 

_ Had not the fire been ſeaſonably diſcovered, it would have conſumed the whole houſe, and pro- 
bably many morg. But by ſuch cunely detection thereof, it was ſuppreſſed withour doing any fur- 
cer Hurt, unlcfs to the Goods in the Room adjoyning, and what cle was near it. 

" As to the Perſons that are violently preſumed tp be the Anthors hereof, this Examinate ſaith, 
That on the faid Tharſday at Noon, two Perſons came to his houſe and Dincd above ſtairs, and by 
their long continuance there, gave ſome ſuſpition ; but nothing appearing till they were gone, 
cauſed leſs noxice.; . yet in leſs than a quareer of an hour after broke forth the Fire, as aforeſaid, juſt 
upon the diſcoyery of the breaking forth of which, cheſe two men, one im Black cloachs, the other 
in Gray, well apparellcd, having his Hair of a bright brown colour, with a Shah ryed abont him, 
were ſeen as they went, to make a ftop near by the Examinates Honſe, fimiting one upon the other, 
and pointing ar the Fire, which was obſerved by a near Neighbour, who was condoling the Diſ- 
aſter, and making ſome compaſſionate refleftions on the Nexghbonrhood, who were like to ſhare 
in the ſame affliction; at which theſe two men deridiagly ſaid, It was either « Caſualty, or ſet on 
Fire by the Fanaticks, and io departed. 

" Now, that theſe two perſons or one of them, were the immediate Inftruments of this Vilfany, 
is more than probable by divers cixcumſtances, as well as in the opinion of this Examinate- and 
his Neighbours, who took ſame {mall:obſervation of them the latter time ;' For when they de- 
PRs they. made no ſtay to change theu Money {as is ufual } bue had Money ready for what 
they had to pay. _. | 

And the Efriorion of the habit, ſtature, and complexion, &c. which the New]1bours gave of 
thele perſons, doth exattly agree with the Characters that chis Exammnate and tus Servants deſcribe 
them by. | | 

Bur that they were not apprehended or parſed at chat Inſtant, muſt be artrabared 30 che deep: 
ſurprize the people of the Houſe and Neighbourhood were in, every one ſtriving to make proviſion 
ro:ſecure his own Cancern, and partly perhaps to'the (mail Encouragement and lirrle notice ther 
taken by ſome in Office of ich ſervices; it being leſs dangarons, as things were ſometimes man- 
naged, to be a Traytor and a Villain, than to derect or ai/cever one. | 
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T he ſubſlance of the Examination of Joleph Speed, ſervant 
to Abraham Euer Upho/ſter in the \inories, taken 
upon oath before the Right Worſhipful Sir Tho, 
Bludworth, Faly the 21 1670. 


Hat hethe faid Joſeph Speed being ſent on the Satzraay before about cight of the clock af 
night, by his Maſter to carry Jome goods into Wapping, in his return homewards in 

TC Gravel Lane was overtaken by two proper men in Gentile Habir, the one of ther in a 
Lizkrt colourcd pcriwiggand a ſtuff ſuir, black and gray mixed, as near as could be gliclled, by , 
the hclp ofa Link that a perſon palled by withall,it being then grown late in the Evening,and a 
Rapier by his fide ; The other in a Cloath coat, his own hair and a tick in his hand ; 
Who began to diſcourſe with the Deponent, and after diverle diſcourſes of the deadnels of 
Trade and difficulty of getting moncy , when they were come into an obſcure loneſome 
place , being a held commonly known by the name of King Dawds Fort, he in the Wigg 
began ro declare himſelf more fully, telling! the Deponent that there wasa way. of late 
come up of geting of money with a great deal of eaſe. He having ſome ſuſpicions of 
them, by their ſrequent Twearing, to lound the depth of their « mrentions 4 ſeemed very 
Inquiuitive to know what way that was, and how glad and ready he would be to embrace 
it : whereupon at laſt the ſaid perſor 3nthe Wig told him it was to be done by making of fire- 
balls and firing chem; At which the Deponent, though much ſurprized, yer concealed his 
reſentments , and pretended to comply with them, diſcourſing after ſuch a manner as 
might give them reaſon to ſuppoſe him- fit for theirpupoſe. Afrer ſeveral words palledz he 
in tne Wig tells him he ſhall be umployed. Then the Deponent deſired ta know when andhbyv. 


 Whereupoa the ſame perion took two fire-balls ( as he called them.) out of; his pocket, 


ſhews them to him, and tells him he ſhould have LIwenty ſhillings to: take thoſe 
Balis, and Fire them in ſuch places as they ſhould direCt ;, the which he expreſled -as fol- 
lows, viz. In the great ſhip that was building in ſuch a yard, being wholly or near finiſhed , 
and newly Tarr'd oa the out tide : ( which Ship was afterwards underitecd to be .Captain 
Tailors, though the owner was not mentioned by them and waoke Bok:fpit lay croſs 
the {ireet, at Wapping ) But if it rnight not conveniently be Cone there, then to do it 
at the houſe adjoyning tothe Yard : or 1t tco fevere aguard were kept thereabouts then at 
a Tarr-ſhop , near th2 Armuage Bridge , or elle at the Talbot Inn in Sawhwarkz , 
where he faid , the Deponent might come eaſily ro the houſe, the back way, and no body 
obſcrve him. But he principaily urged the hring of the ſaid Ship; and as for the time he bid 
him obſerve the Tide, and be ſure todo it within an hour of low water. He allo gave him di- 
[ections touching the manner of firing the fait Balls, piz; Tharif he could by any meins 
privately get into the faid ſhip, or any of the ſaid houſes,then to wrap one of the Balls in half a 
pound of pitch, with ſome quantity of Tow, apd fer fire to ir, But if that might not be done 
wich lafety and ſecrely, then to. obſetye a * hodIE& oÞ narrovTpaſihge which wagin the Middle 
or Centre of the Bail, into which he ſhould pur ſome duſt of gun-powder, and ſetting hre 
to it, throw it into the place intended. + Aﬀteer theſe directions the ſame fellow gave 
the Deponent one of the ſaid Balls into his hand, who then was urgent for his money , 
but is denyed till the Ship or one of the houſes ſhould be on fire, They telling hin 


that they woukd be thereabouts , and when. they . had obſerved his work to he 00% 


him 
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Le] 
him Dog , or Hang him Regue, be will not do the buſoreſs, or words to that eficc>t ; 
and after ſome other words, endeavoured to ſeize the Deponent, one of them drawing 
his Sword, but he got away, and they did not purſue him, but run away themlelves crols the 
fields as faſt as poſlibly they could, as he turning back at ſome diſtance ovlerv'd. They 
being thus fled the Deponent at once apprehending the hazard of Concealment, and the 
danger thoſe places might be in that they direted him to fire, did immediately repair to 
Captain Tailors houſe, as alſo to the Tarr-ſhop by the Armitage Bridge, acquainting them 
with this affair, as alſo ſeveral people in Wapping as he went along, particularly two Con- 
ſtables and their Watch; thence he went home to his Maſter, and preſently inform'd him 
of it, who repair'd to the next Conſtable, they tro the Common. Council-man of their 
Liberty, and thenall together to the watch-houſe at Aldgare, where part of the Fire hall 
was tryed for an experiment, which burned to their general wonder and amaze- 
ment. 

The ſame ' Night was he to appear before the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor 
at his houſe, but his Lordſhip being in Bed, he was put off till next morning, and then by rea- 
fon of his Lordſhips indiſpoſition, carried before the worſhipful Sir Thomas Bludworth, be- 
fore whom he depoſed the premiſes, and further declared on his oath, that the before-men- 
tioned perſons told him, when the Fire came to the midſt of the Ball, ir would flame two 
yards or two yards and an half high. 


eAn Account of the apprehending of a Scotchman, about the 
ſame time, at the Croſi-keys in Fleet-ſtreet, 
about Firing. 


A Scotch-man ptetending great reſpect he had for Wiliam Cothorn ( then) keeping the 
Croſfs-keys,a Victualling-houſe in Fleet -ſtreet,near Chancery-lane end, came to him, and ad 
viſed him, that by all means he ſhould reniove his goods out of Londen,and diſpoſe ofhis honfe. 


-Colborn askt for what reaſon, the Scotch-man replyed, Beciufe that he with many others, were 


imployed-to {tt the remainder of Zondon on fire, and that they would ſet it on fire at ſeve- 


' ral places at one and the ſame time, and Chancery laze end ( which is near the ſaid Col- 
. boxns houſe, as aforefaid,) they intended ſhould be one of the firſt fet on fire. With ſeveral 


other diſcourſes very ſoberly, and after a friendly manner exprefſed. Whereupon Colborn 


- (according to his duty) apprehended him, and being brought to his Tryal he was ſenrenced 


to ſtand inthe Pillory, and did accordingly ſtand rhree times, once at Chancery lane end, and 
twice elfewhere in the City. | 


eA Relation of a Fire that happened in Budge-row, 
in July, 1670. 


N the eighth of 7uly about midnight, in'a new houſe, not glazed, in Budge-row, a Fire 

began ; the Shop-windows and doors were all made and cloſe ſhut and faſtned when 
the Brick-layers went away, which was between fix and ſeven of the Clock in the evening 
before 5 (the Carpentersnot having been at work-that afternoon ) and the Bricklayers ar 


that tnne having nothing to do above ſtairs, but only to build up a wall in the yard. When 


the fire was firſt diſcovered, it in a Roomover the front of rhe Shop, right againſt 
the Chminey, where ſtood ſeveral Deal-boards and Laths reared againſt the wall, being pre- 
pared in order to floor part'of the faid houſe, then nnfinifhed ; ſome of the next neighbours 
who heard the firſt alarm of the Fire, do affirm, Thar if they could preſently have got to ir, 
they might eaſtly have quenched it, *twas ſo ſmall to appearance, or that they could, in caſe 

they 


> + 
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they had wanted water, have thrown it outat the Window. But before they could pet the 
doors open, it was grown ſo outragious, that there was no venturing up ſtairs to- ſuppreſs 
Ir, and in ſhorttime it ſo far prevailed, as very conſiderably to prejudice four Houſes : That 
this came by Treachery there is good reaſon to believe; as well becauſe there had been no 
fire, nay not ſo much asany perſon all the day before in the ſaid Chamber where it began, as 
allo for that near 1/»gron, on the evening before, ſome perſons that were going thither- 
wards, met two men and one woman, who yery earneſtly inquired, If there were not a Fire 
77 London zear Cheap-ſide. 


The Information of one Wiltam Trigg, taken before Sir 
William Turner, Knight ; one of his Majeſties Fuſtices 
of the Peace for the City of London, the 13 of 
Augult, 1670. as followeth, 


His Informant faith, "That he liveth in Anget-alley in Alderſgare-ſtreet , and hath no 
Family but himſelf, and two young-men and a maid at home at this time ( his wife 
being at or near Hampſtead with his ſaid young Child) and that his young men lie at his Shop 
at a diſtance from his houſe ;, that the next night ſave one before the fire happened, ſhe call'd 
him out of his Bed, faying, either the houſe was on fire, or there were thieves in 
it, neither of which being found true, cauſed him to have ſome Jealouſies ſhe in- 
tended ſome miſchief, and therefore laſt night after ſhe was gone to Bed, ſent for 
her Candle down, aud caus'd ſearch to. be made over and under all the Beds to ſee all 
ſafe from Fire; that this morning between ſix and ſeyen 'of the Clock when be went forth. 
to his Shop, he did not perceive or ſmell any fire, and left po body in the houſe bur his 
ſaid ſervant maid, and that about eight or nine of the Clock his neighbours came to call 
him, ſaying, his houſe was on fire, {o he wem home,  and- up” ſhirs, and found it all 
on fire, two Beds, Curtains and Vallins, and ſome of the Chamber floor under the Bed 
burnt. 


Foſeph Aſvby ſaith , That he living over againſt the ſaid Mr. Tr;gg, perceived much 
ſmoak to come ont of his houſe this morning, arid then ſaw the ſaid maid go up ſtairs and | 
down again, through the window ; but never heard her cry fire till Mr. Shirley went up to 
her room where the faid fire was, and that he ſaw the Window Curtains of that room 
cloſe ſhut, and that about ſix of the Clock the ſame were open. 


Willizm Sherley, and Matthew Crockford in effeft depoſe the ſarne. 


Nor could Mary T w_ the maid-ſervant herſelf on her Examination alledge any 
thing material, but only denyed that ſhe either went up ſtairs after ſhe roſe in the morning, 
or that ſhe did open the Window-Curtains, both which were poſitively proved to the con- 
trary as aforeſaid , ſo that there was a moſt violent pretumption that ſhe ſet it on 
Fire, and accordingly ſhe was committed to. Newgate, but for want of poſitive Witne(- 
ſes that ſaw her do it, diſcharged and Bailed out by ſome of her Confederates as *tis credibly 
related. | 

It is obſervable that this Fire was moſt miſchieyouſly deſigned, asbeing in a place where no 
Engine could come, the paſlages through the Entries are ſo narrow, and that within five or 
fix yards where it began, there lay two or three thouſand Bayias belonging toa Baker : but the 
providence of God timely prevented, otherwiſe it had doubtleſs icized both the Alleys, 
and then quickly would have reached nay 61 But being thus diſcovered before it had got 
head, it was ſuppreſſed, doing no further damage than to that room where it began, 


T be Fire in the Savoy, 1670. 


Bout the latter end of June, In the Savoy, near One a Clock in the morning , a 

Fixe happened in a back room that had bzen a Strong-Water-ſhop , where it was 
firſt diſcovered, which immediately went on from houſe to houſe , Ealtward and Welt- 
ward, till there were Burat and Blown up tourtcen Dwelling-Houſes in four or five hours 
Lime. » There is. Treachery believed to. have. been in the bottom, as 'occationing this 
damage : For 1t is credibly reported , Thar Sr. Zeremy Whithcot upon his examining the 
premitts had rwo Watermen brought before him, who did affirm, that they carried two 
perſons appearing as Gentlemen, over-night, to Weſtminſter, who were ſpeaking of the heat 
of the Eyening, and one, replyed- to the other, 11 the ſaid Water-mans hearing; | har ir 
would be an hotter morning at the Savoy. Timely care with the help of Engines and blow- 
ing up of houlzs © Eaſtwards; -was a prevention -of its going 'further into rhe Strand and 
. towards Worceſter houſe. Weſtwards there was a great Brick Wall, which gave ſuch a 
Check to it, that by Gods good providence, and the induitry of thoſe that came into 
help, it was ſtopr, but two perſons were Killed ontright and fix or ſeyen hurt. 


—  ——— — 


a An 1 mpartial account of the Fire happening near the Roy- 
al Exchange, on4he 23 of July 1670. at the houſe 
£25 of Mr.Francis | Nowers, Herauld-painter. 


2 Be E Watch belonging to. that Ward, gave in upon Oath before the Coroner and his 
Inqueſt, thar the 1a1d 'Mr.; Nowers was in his own Balcony at Twelve a clock that night , 
and that he talktro them 1n as fobzr and compos'd a frame. as ever they ſaw him in their lives, 


and about one of the clock it appears his houſe was on Fire ;. being. firſt diſcovered by ſome ' 
paſſengersgoiny that way, who gave notice, to. the Nejzhbour-hood. There were in this * 


' houſe, the Malter and his Brother ,” a Narſe *and two young Children, a maid-ſervant, and 
an Apprentice : Ar the time when this fire, began. the. Vaid . was in the + Kitchin under 
ground, all the reſt of the' Family being” itrbed ; but+the ſaid maid underſtood nothing 
of it tillit was noſed in. the ſtreet ;. upon which ſhe .ran up; ſtairs:to her + Maiters room , 
which ſhe found all 'on a lighr Fire. _ By this. time her Matters Brother (who ay a ſtory. 
higher) hcaring a ſudden ſhriek, awaked, and in his ſfhuct ran down to his, Brothers Chan 
ber, bur found the dvor” on fire,” and with the ſtrengrh. af the ſmoak was. forced back a- 
gain having much ado to fave himſelf ; -yet. remem ring the Apprentice that lodged on 
the ſame ſtory, forthwith awaked him," and they. ran;together out at the: Gutter-window 
and fo broke” their way into the Delphin Tavern near adjoyning. 


How. this Fire happened is yery .uncertaln, ,- thovgh.it .1s ſuggeſted that irmight come by 


a careleſs Nurſe that lay'on the ſame fſeo;. with the Maſters Chamber and uſed to have 
a Candle bitning all Night,” having in, her charge a. child of about Thirteen weeks 
ol. Bur whether it happened ſo, or not, the fatal Conſequence was very. fad,. for it did 
deſtroy.the'Maſterof tlichouſe'aud a child In'Bed withhim3-.and the ſaid Nurſe , and child 
wich her 5 yet through the trmely help of Neighbours.it did not much further-harm than 
deltroying we*ſaid houſt, with'the upper patts of two houſes adjoyning, ' 


Nor were great and unutual Fires lefs frequent in theſe times in the Country ; of which 

I [hall mention only two amongſt many. 
**The firſt at Northampton, where on Munday the Twentieth of September, 167 ;. a dread- 
£]I Fire began in the atcernoon, and ia few honrs ſpace burnt down moſt part of the 
Hign 
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High ſtreet, the Market place ( which was a very goodly one) the Stately Chutch of Sx. 
Allhallows and two other pariſh Churches , and above three parts 1: four of the whole 
Town. Which being known. ro bea Curpotation of great tFrade.and generally ſharp ene- 
mies to Popery, it may probably be ſuppoſed rhere might be tomething of detign ja & ,, 
but I (hall not urge that, becaute 'tis the general opiumon it came by accideur. 
- Another . great Lois by Fire was at Coarremham near Cembridge happening on Saturday 
the Twenty ninth of April, 1676. about ren of the clock-in the forcnoon, - when a great 
part of the inhabirams, efpecially the men, were gone to Canbtridze Market, or otherwile 
unployed ;abroad : It began in an honſe almoſt at rhe Entrance of the Town, at a place 
called Green-End, and the next houſe to it remaining' untoucht, the people were in 
it would have ended there , but on a ſudden , another houſe being the third from it, 
was of fire, and. from thenct ( the fecond ſtill remaining without harm) che Flames 
were- difperied. almoſt all over the Town, furionſly raging o8 both ſides. of the ſtreet , 
and burat down: the whote Street as far as the Church before three: of the clock in the af- 
ternoan Which: is in diftance of ground .near three Quarters of a Mile, thereebeing about 
one hundred dwelling hoates, beludes Barns,” odt-houſes, Gort, Hay, &c. conſumed in that 
{hors tne. | 4 Gt 1 


- I the rather mention theſe fires i the Country, though generally they paſs unregard.- 
ed as common accidents: becauſe as L well know the deſign of the Feſurrs &c. was, that their 
Inſtruments-ſhouit do all the miſchief in 2h19 kind, whereever they came, either in City 
or. Country,. ſa *tis well known that about this yery time, - | mean tm 1675. or 76. there 
were two idle extravagant. perfons forinerly about St. Martans Le grand ; ohe named Roberr 
N7?rris , the other, Finch, whoſe 111 courſe of life to the great: trouble of their friends had re- 
duced them to a condition fit to become the Agents of any villany. Theſe two came on 
toot inte an lanat Hedgfdor in” Fiarfordſhire,; and having lodged a while there, took an op- 
portunity. ;and. with a light buraung Fire-brahnd, purpotely carried ovi of the houte through 
the yard down. into the Stables ;. ſer a parcet of ſtraw on Fire > but being obſerved 
by a young. Maid whoacquainted the Maſter of the houſe therewith, be that -did it was 
taken jn the very act; the ſtraw flaming. and the Fire-brand lying in it; but being 
ſeen ſo ſoon was quickly extinguiſhed without much hurt done. One of thefe Companions 
hereupon run away and made his eſcape, the other being apprehended confeſt he 
put the Fire-brand there on purpoſe. to bura down the 'lun and Town it- he could do "ir, 
and that they came down for: that yery end , being bired ro burn that ang ſome other 
places, and were to have ſnch a fum (5. 4. as I remeber; for cach Town they could Fire 3 
Hereupan. he was committed to Harrford &ao!, Burt in his Iryal know not how things were {@ 
ordered that though the fire was aCtually begun in rhe Straw as aforeſaid,yer it was lookt upoik 
only as an Inteation, and conſequently not a Felony, bur only a mildemeanour, for which 
he' was ordered to itand in the Pillory, Ge. . | | | 


In Town til} their work went forward with all the infotence imaginable; for about the: 
year , 1676. one Mr. Keeling a Smith, a very ingenious workman 1n Black fryars, hav- 
10g made an Engine moſt effectual for quenching of Fires, being fo contrived that it might 
he carried into. any room, and the pipes of it and conkqnently the'water 'conveyed by 
Ladders or np Stairs into aty place where Fire may be, The excetlency and great uſe of 
which Engine: was notably Experimented at the Fire in Sowbwark, the Hoſp! there being 
chiefly by means thereof preſerved ; For which he was ſhortly atter upbcaided and affronted by 
a certam perſon, faid to be a Fremhman ;, telling him plainly that he deſerved to have his bouje 
burm for makang ſuch an Engine ;, and feveral .other rhreatning words : nor did they fail to at- 
tempt it : For within few days after ſuct:Menaces, there was one evening a hard ball thrown 
Qut of the ſtreet through a Glats window breaking a pane as it paſſed, into a Chamber of 
tus faid houſe one pair of Rtairs high, which as providence would have it, feil into the mid- 
dle of the room-where there was nothing near apt.to takeFire, but only the boards; into 
hich it burat a round hole; of. conſiderable depth, . but did no furcher harm, whether by 
rcalon the matter of the:Fixe-ball was [not rightly prepared, or what orher accident nog 
known. The whole Room was filled with imoak and ftench of burning when the people 
came into it, which muck affrighted thera, efpecially when they found this Ball which was 
then almoſt cold; and faw how it had burnt the boards, and which way it came in, expeci- 
ing no other but that their houſe was reſolved upon to be burnt, | 


In the Winter 1677.at theiſignof the Shipin Shadael,the hoſe of one Peirce a Victuallerthere, 
there was a Fire-ball placed ready wo b&'fired _ a ſhed, found and Qilcoyered _ 
ore 
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fore the intended miſchief was performed, by ſome of the Watch, ic was of the bigneſs of a 
large Orange, very black in colour, and imelt ſtrong of Brimitone, they that found ir 
-brought it to Shadwell Watch, and divided it to ſeveral parts, fome to Wapping, and White- 
Chapel," ſome to Reſemary-lane Watch, to try Experiments for all their fatisfattion. From 
whence Mr: Samuel Maurice had a fmall part no bigger than a Cherry-ſtone, fand'fired ir ar 
«the houſe of Thomas Horn the Beadle in Roſemary-lane, where that little quantity flamed uP at 
leaſt three foor high, and then: the flame tuddenly ceaſing, the". Coal left burnt down into 
an hard Walnut-rrec-plank-a quarter of an inch deep; This was done in'the preſence of 
Samuel Mairice, Thomas Horn, and raany. others in. the ſaid Horns houſe, where: the hole is 
yet to be ſeen. - 130 4 WITTE | 


The Temple ( as we told you before) was a place theſe Incendiaries had particularly in 
their Eye,/ whether it were to revenge themſe]yes in ſome meaſure on the Lawyers, many 
worthy Members of that Honourable-profdſhion having from time to time, in/-our Parlia- 
ments, - been the moſt active:Patmots to/ preſerve the Proteſtant Religion,” and Prevent 
the fly invaſions of Popery, Law being the /beſt. humane out-guard to Religion ; or whether 
( as 1 rather judge becauſe they have told me ſo) that they thereby aimed to deſtroy what: 
Writings and Records they could, ſome of which relating to their ConviCtion of Recuſancy 
have ( as l have heard ſome boaſt, )- been prevailed with for valuable conſiderations ro haye 
beea kept there, and never returned to. the wow Offices, 'whence eftetual proſecution 
and levies might have been made on Popiſh E es. But for whatſoever particular intent, 
or perhaps only-fpr the general deſign of doing miſchief ; or whether they were { as ſome 
would have thetnthought,) unconcerned therein, this 1s roo certain, there haye happened two 
grievous and lamentable Fires in rhe Temple of late. 


The firſt on the 23h. of September, 1677. at the Kings Bench Office, which thereby was 
burnt down with divers good: Chambers and about a dozen dwelling-houſes in Whire-Fry- 
ar5;, the beginning oi this was generally charged on one Mr. Carpezrar, who was reported to 
have gone-to Bed indrink, but poſſibly it might beby ſome other means: However this is cer- 
tain, 1t-he were the unhappy occaſion, he ſuffered ſeverely for it, being burnt there, and ſeven 
or eight perſons killed by the-fall of a Wall. 


The next was yet more great and calamitous, beginning at: one Mr. Thornberies Chamber 
(a Gentleman known to be a very ſober worthy perſon) on 'Sknday the 26th. of January, 
1679. about eleven of the Clock in the Night, the vaſt delolation hereby cauſed is yet ſadly 
viſible by te hruines, and by the circumſtances 1t is moſt apparent that the ſame was Fired by 


deſign. 


After this an Attempt was made on an Inn in Smithfield, where a French-man came in the 
evening, ſet fire to the ſtables and ran away, but going into Thameſtreer was apprehend- 
ed, and for the preſent committed, 'but afterwards for want of a through proſecution got 


On the-ninth of Aprs/ one Elizabech Oxley having dwelt about fix weeks as a ſervant-maid 
with one Mr. Bird an eminent-Attorney in Ferter-lane, took the opportunity: when: all the 
Fatnily was in bed, to Fire a large Preſs in his Cloſer, in which were kept papers and wri- 
tings, and when ſhe thought fit, acquainted her Maſter that the houſe was on fire; and running 
down let in the Watch : but it being obſerved that ſhe had packt up her cloaths, and feveral 
other ſuſpicious circumſtances, ſhe was charged with fetting the ſame on fire, anda laſt con- 
feſſed the ſame, declaring on her examination , that ſhe was imployed to do it by one 
Mr. Srwbbs, who promiſed. her five pound to do it. Hereupon Mr. Stwbbs was ſeized , 
and acknowledged that he had perſwaded her thereunto, and wasto give her five Guinneys, 
befides a Crown in hand. And further ſaid, That one Father Gifford ( the ſame man thac I 
my ſelf was to be an Aſſiſtant tro for ſuch wicked purpoſes as aforeſaid) his Confeſſor had 
put- him on this buſmeſs, and told him it was no ſin-to Fire all the. houſes of | Hereticks, 
2nd-<that the faid Giford had promiſed him one hundred pounds for the ſame, and told 
hiny he was to have the money from the Church. . And furthes declared that he uſed-to meer 
the faid Gifford, and other two perſons, in St. Fames's helds, in the dark of the evening to con- 


ſult theſe matters. 


They likewiſe declared” ſeveral other things concerning an Infurre&tion at home by 
Papilts, and-an.Invaſion fpecdily to be made by the French, orc. upon which -inge- 
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nuous Confeſſions,” the Houſe of Commons begame ſuitors to his Majeſty to grant them 
both his gracious Pardon, which ,was granted, and Jately allowed in Courr. 


The laſt Intrigue of this kind I ſhall mention is that of Daniel Clark, an Apprentice. 
to a Gentle-woman that kept a Flax-ſhop in the Abnories, who on the fifteenth of May 
laſt ſet fire to his Miſtreſſes houſe by putting a Candle to a bundle of Flax, but being 
ſeen ro do it, the ſame was feaſonably extinguiſht without much damage, and he com- 
mitted to Newgate, declaring on his examination, that he was hired to do it by an emi» 
nent Papiſt; on the fifth of Zune he was Indicted at the 01d Baily and thereunto plead- - 
ed Guilty: And though it appeared he had been much tampered with, yet ar laſt the in- 


defatigable pains of the Court got the whole Truth ( as 1 am credibly informed ) out of 
him, and in pity to his youth reprieved him. 


After theſe numerous Inſtances I think no ingenuous, impartial man can queſti- 
on that this curſed deſign of treacherous Burning has long time been, and to this day 
is vigorouſly carried on by the Jeſuites and other Papiſts and their Inſtruments. 
Alſo that no wiſe man or good ſubje&t will be wanting in caution to prevent the 
future deſigns of theſe Incendiaries, or in contributing all hecan to bring any 
of them that ſhall be diſcovered and apprehended to condign and exem 


uniſhnent. Which God grant, and ever preſerve his Majeſty, the Proteſtant 
eligion, and this Honourable City. 


FINIS. 


